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== recreate myNelfe, after ſome 
Smore ſcriousStifdies, I tooke oc- 
eAicaſion to exerciſe my Inuention == 
Nolin theilluſtration of my Motte ; 
p|which being thus finiſhed, my 
®friends made me bclecue it was. 
worth the preſerving ; andgrew ſo importunat 
for Coppzes thereof, that I could notdeny them. 
But doubting, leſt by often tranſcribing, - it 
mightbe much lamed through the Scribes in- - 
Jſifficiency(as many things of this natureare) 
&! thought ficting, rather to exemplyfie the 
Yſawe, by the Preſſe, then by the Penve. Andto 
hat end, deliuered it 0uer to ſome Stationers, 
0 haue onely ſo many Copies, as I intended to 
-  Þeſtow. e 

= Yetconſftdering that other men (to whom 
L meant them not) might peraduenture, come 
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torhe view of thoſe Lines, T thought it not 
amifle, by way of Prevention, to remooue 
fuch Cauills as may be made againſt me2, by 
thoſe vito whom Iam vaknowne. Not, that 

care to giue euery idle Reaer, an account of 
my Intentions - But to ſhew the Tngenuons, 
thatthe Careleſnes expreſſed in this Motto, pro- 


ſeeds from an vndiſtempered Care, to makeall | 
1y Actions, (as neereas Ican) ſuch, as may be | 
decent, warrantable, and becomming an ho- 


net Man : And that thoſe, who ſhall fooliſh- 
ly ſecke (from thence) to pickeaduantages a- 
oxinſtme :; may know, I amtoo well aduiſed 
ro writeany thing, which they ſhall bee iuſtly 
able to interpret, either to my hinderance, or 
difparagement. 
Letme want eſtceme' amongall good men, 
if I purpoſed (or haue any ſecretdeſire in me) 
tharany part of this, ſhould be applied toany 
particular man ; bur ſo as euery one ought to 
apply things vnto his own Conſcience;and he 
thar belceues me nor, I feare is guilry, My in- 
tent was,to draw the true Picture of mine own 
heart. ; that my friends, who knew mee out- 


- wardly, might haueſome repreſentation of my 


:nfide alſo. Andthar, itthey liked the forme 
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of it, they might (wherein they were defe- 
Riue) faſhion their 6wne mindes thereunto, 
Bur, my principall Intention, was by recor- 
ding"thoſe thoughts :o confirme mine owne 
Reſolution ; and ts preuent ſuch alterations, 
as Time and infirmites, may worke vpon mce. 
Andif there bee no more reafon inferr ed a- 
22inſt me, ro remoue my opinion, then I am 


c ycr apprehenſive of : Iam confidently per- 


ſwaded, that neither Feare, nor Force ſhall 
compell me, to deny any thing which I have 
affirmed in this Pocm. For, I had rather bee 
degraded from the greateſt Title of Honewr 
that could be giucn me ; then conſtrained to 
deny this I/orto. 

Proud Arrogance ( I know ) and enoug' 
too; will belayd to my charge. Bur thoſe who 
both know me, and rhe neceſsitic of thts relo- 
lution, will excuſe me of it. The reſt (it thcy 
miſ-cenſure me) ate partof thoſe things,/ care 
uot for, | 

The Language is but indifferent , for, 1 © 
fected Matter more then Words, i 1c es/ 
Is noneat all : for, I was loath to make a v. 
neſſe, of a recreation. And we know, he : 
rides abroad for his pleaſtre, is not ry24, 
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ftrily to keepe Hizh-waies, as hee that takes a 
lourney. | 

"If the intermixing of ſlcight and weighty 
things rogether, be offenſive roany. Letthem 
vnderſtand, that if they well obſerue it, they 
ſhall finde a ſcriouſneſfſe, euen- in that which 
they imagine leaſt momentary. And if they 
had aſwell obſcrued the conditions of men, 
.as I haue done :they would perceiue that the | 
greateſt number (like Children which are allu- 
redro Schoole with points and Aples) muft be 
drawne on with ſome frivolous expreſsions,or 
elſe will never liſtenro the graue precepts of 
Vixtue; which, when they once heare, doe 
many times beget a delight in them, beforef 
they be aware. | 

Many Diſhes of meate which we affe@ not 

may beſo Cookt,that we ſhallhauea good ap- 
petit vnto them': So, many men who take no 
pleaſure to ſecke Yertze in graue Treatiſes of 
Morallicie, may ( perhaps ) finding her vn 
| looktfor,masked vnder the habit of a light Po 
em, growenamord on her beauty, 

The fooliſh Canterbury Tale in my ſcourge ol 
Vanity, (which Iam now almoſt aſhamed te 
read ouer)exenthat, hath bin by ſome prayſec 

for 
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for a witty paſſage : AndI haue heatddiuers, 
ſeriouſly proteſt, that rhey haue much more 
feelingly bin informed, & mouedto deteſt the 
Vanity of the humor there skoffed at, by that 
rudeT ale, then they were by the moſt graue 
precepts of Phyleſaphy. And tharmakes me 
oftentimes affect ſome things,in regard of their - 
victalneſſe:t which being conſidered according 


3 to che Method of Art, and rules of Scholler: 


ſhip; would ſecme ridiculous, 

But I vie more words for my Apology then 
hneedes: It this will nor giue you farisfaRion, 
I am ſorry I haue ſaid ſs much; and, if you 
know which way,fatisfic your ſelues, For, how 
I am reſolued(ifyouthinkeit worth the taking 
notiſe of) the booke willtell you, Farewell, 


Guo: WITHER, 


WirTtHeR's 


Nec habeo, nec Careo,nec Curo, 


Nor Haue 1, nor WantT, nor Care Tl. 
”- 


| Pots they ſtorme?why let the;who needs care? 
Or who dares frown on what the 17»ſes dare, 
Who when they liſt, can for a tempelt call, 
Which thunder louder, then their fury ſhall ? 
And if men cauſeleſly their power contemne, 
Will more then mortall vengeance fling on ther ; ? 
With thine owne trembling ſpirit, thon didft view 
Theſe free-borne lines ; that doubtſt what may enſue : 
4 Forif thou feltſt the temper of my ſoule. 
And kneweſt my heart,thou woulſt not feare controul. 
Doe not 1 know, my honeſt thoughts are cleare 
From-any priuate ſpleene, or malice here ? 
Doe not 1 know, that none will frowne atthis, 
But ſuch, as hane apparantguiltineſſe ; 
Or ſuch, as mult to ſhame and ruine rune, 
As ſome, once ayming at ny fall haue done ? 


And 


*.. Andcan[feate thoſe [dle ſcar-crowes then ? 
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WITHERS MOTTO. 


Thoſe bugg-beate perils, thoſe meere ſhades of men *? 
Art whoſe diſpleaſure, they for terror ſwear, 
Whoſe heart vpon the Worlds vaine loue is ſet 3 
No; when this otro firſt I mine did make, 
" Tome ltooke it not for faſhions ſake : 
But that it might expreſſe me as | am, 
And keepe me mindfull to be ſtill the ſame. 
"Which 1 reſolue to be : For, could theleye 
Of other men, within my breaſt eſpic 
My refolution and the Cauſe thereof; : 
They durſt not at this boldnefſe make a (coffe. 1 
Shall I be fearcfull of my /z/f#;to ſpeake ; 
For doubt ſome other may exceptions take ? j< 
If this Age hold ; ere long we ſhall goe neere L 
Of eu'ry word of our, to ſtand in feare. C 
And (fue to one) if any ſhould confeſle. St 
Thoſe ſianes in publike,which his ſoule opprefle : bu, 
Some guilty fellow (moou'd thereat) would take it | Tl 
Vntohimſclfc;and fo,a libell make it. 
Nay , We ſhall wry be allowd to pray Fc 
Againſt a crying ſinne leſt great men may 
SuipeRt, that be figure, * intend 
To poynt out Them z and how they doe offend. - ] k 
As1 hauc hopeto proſper ; ere Ple fall 
To ſuch a bondage,Tle aduenture all : - 
And make the whole world madd, to heare how I 
Wil fearelefle write,and raile at Villany. 
But oh !beware {gray-hayrd diſcretion ſayes) 
The Dogg fights well that qut of Danger playes, 


1 They, who for ought here written doe accuſe, 


{I muſt in darkeneflie, bolts of Iron weare, 


" 


" WITHERS MOTTO, 
For now, theſe guilty Times ſo captious be 
That ſuch, asloue inſpeaking to be free ; 
May for their freedome totheir coſt be ſhenr, 
How harmeleſle er'e they be in their intent : 
And ſuch as of their future peace haue care, 
Tnto the 7imes a little ſeruile are. 

Piſh ; tell not me of Timer, or danger thus. 
To doe a Villany is dangerous ; 
Bur in an honeſt ation, my heart knowes 
No more of feare, then dead-men doe of blowes. 
Andto be lauc to  Times,is worſe tome 
Thento be that, which moſt men feace to be. 

I tell thee Crake ; whatſocuer Thou, 
Orany man, of me ſhall cenſure now ; 


Or with a mind malitious taxe my A/%ſe ; 

Shall nor by day awake; nor fleepe by night 
With more contentment, in their glories height : 
Then I will doe,though they ſhould lay me where 


__ I am not ſo ignorant, but that 
I*partly know what things I may relate : 
And what at) honeft man d ftill conceale, 
] know as well,as what he may revcale. 
Ifrhey be poore and baſe, that teare my ſtrains 4 
Theſe poore baſe Fellowes are afraid in vaine. 
I ſcotne to ſpurne a dogge, or ſtrike a fly, 
Or withſuch Groomes to ſoile my Pocly, 
If great they were,and fallen ; let them know 
oe abhor to touch a wounded foe. 


—X, 
__ 
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WITHERS MOTT 0. 


If on the topof honour, yet they be ; 
Tis poore weake honour, if ought done by me 
May blot, or ſhake the ſame :'yea, whatſoere 

Their Titles coſt, or they would faine appeare, 
They arc 1gnoble, and beneath me farre ; 

If with thele Afeaſares they diftemperd are. 

For, it they had true Greatneſſe, they would know, 
The \pight of all the World, were farre below 

The ſeat of Nobleſt Honor ; and that He, 

| In whom true worth, 2nd reall Vertues be, 

-  Sowellisarm'd : asthat he fearesno wrong 
From any Tyrants hand, or Y1llaines tongue. 
Much. lefſe be ſtartled at thoſe'Nwmbers would ; 
Where Uertues:prayſed, and proud vice controutd. 

- Isavy man the worſe if 1 expreſlc 
My Wants, my Riches, or my Careleſneſſe ? 
Or can my honeft thoughts, or my content, 
Be turn'd to any mansdiſparagement, 
Ifhe be honeſt ? Nay, thoſe men will finde, 
Aplcaſure, inthis Piure of my Minde, 
Who honor Yertue : and inſtead of blame, 
Will (as they hauedone) lone me for the ſame. 
You aredeceiu'd, if the Bohemian itate i 

Youthinke | rouch ; or the Palatmare : 
Or that, this ought of Eighty-cight containes 3 
The Powder-plot, or any thing of Spames : 
T hat tlicir e-Fabaſſadorneede queſtion me, 

F, Or b1ing me iuſtly for it on my knee. 

| The £2te of thoſe Occurrences I know 

Tow «:!\ ; my Rapturesthat way to beſtow. 
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WITHERS MOTTO, 


Nor need you doubt, but any friend you haye, 
May play the foole, and if he liſt the knaue, 
For ought here written : For, itis notſuch 
As you ſuppoſe ; nor what you feare ſo much. 
If I had beene diſpog'd to Satyrize, I 
Would I have tam'd my Numbers in this wile ? 
No ; I have Fries that lye ty*de 1n chaines, 
Bold (Engliſh-maſtiue-like) aduentrous Straines : 
Who fearclefſe dare, onany Monſter flye, 
That weares a body of Mortality. 

And TI had let them looſc,if I had liſt, 

Toplay againe,the ſharpe-fangd Satyrif. 

That therefore, you no more nuſ-title 7h, 

Ifay, it is my Aorto ; andit is. 

Ple haue it ſo : For, if it pleaſe not me ; 

It ſhall not be a Saryr, thought be. 

What igt to you (or any man) if I, 
JThis little Poems terme as footiſhly, - 

As ſome men doe theirchildren ? Is it nor, 

Mine owne /finerna, of my braincs begor ? 

For ought I know, I neuer did intrude, 
iToname your Whelps : and.if you be fo rude, 

o meddle with my K:t4ng (though in ſport) 


Play with your Menkey then,and let itlye 2 

Or (if you be not angry )take it pray, 

And read itouer, 
mn ; the Critics gone, 

ho at theſe embers carpt ; and We alone: 

Proceede we to the matter. — 


- YT is odds,baut ſheePe goe neereto (cratch you for't. | 


Nec 


/ 


Nec Habeo,nec Careo,nec Curo. 


Ome hauing ſcene where I this Motto writ 
Beneath my Pilture ; arkt what meaned it. 
And many m my abſence doe aſſay, EF 
What by theſe words ,they beſt comeFAlnre may : 
Some hane ſuppoſed, that it doth expreſſe, 
e An vnaduiſed deſperate Careleſneſle. 


| - Some others doe imagine that I meant 


Inlitleto ſet forth a great (ontent. | 

Som: ,0u each member of the Sentence dwell: 

' And (firſt ) will, what T haue not, ſceme to tell: 

. What things 1 want not, they will next declare : 

end then they geſſe, for what | doe not care. 1 

But that they might not from my meaning err, P, 

Ile now become my owne [nterpreter. I; 
' Some things T hauc which here I will not ſhow ; TA 

Some things I want, which you ſoall nexer kuow: T 


And ſometime I (perchance) doe Careful grow ; 11 
' But we with that, will nothing hawe to doe. O 
If good occaſion be thereof to (peake ; _ Th 
enother tame ze may the pleaſure take. In 
That which to treat of, I now purpoſe(therefor,) | 


* {rwhat Ineitherhaue nor want, wor care for. 


he 


WITHERS mOTTO. 


Nec Habeo. 


AN firſt ; that no man elſe may cenſure me, 
For Vaunting what. belongeth notto me :; 


Here what [heve not ; for, Ile not deny 


To make confeſſion of my pourrtie. - 
I haxe net of my (elfe, the powre,or grace, 
To be,or notto be ; one minute-ſpace. 
T hawe not ſtrength/another word to write ; . 
Or tell you what I purpoſe to indite : 
Or thinke out halfe a thought, before my death, * 
But by the leaue of him that gaue me breath, 
] haxe no natiue goodnefle in my ſoule ; 
Bur I was ouer all, corrupt and foule ; 


Y Andtill another cleans'd me, [ had nought 


That was not ſtayn'd within me : not a thought, 
1 haze mv propper merrit zneither will, 

Orto reſolue, or a&, but what is 111, 

I haze no mcanes of ſafety, or content, 

In ought which mine owne wiſdomecan innuent. 


I Nor have Treaſori to be deſperare tho : 


Net 


TThe Lave of my Redeemer and my (inn, 


Fecauſe for this, a remedy [| know... 

{ haze no portion in the world like this 
bat I may breaththat ayre, which common is: 
or hawe [{cene within this ſpattous Round 
Vhat I haue worth my 7oy of ſorrow found, 
xcept ithath for theſe that follow binn ; 


7 now 


(+ 
WITHERS MOTTO: 
] none of thoſe oreat Priviledges haze, | 


Which make the Minors of the Time, ſo brane. 
. T have no ſymptcous Pallaces, or Bowers | 


That over top my neighbours with their Towrs. 


Thaug no large Demeanes,or Princely Rents, 
Like thoſe Heroes z nor their diſcontents. 
I haz ne glories from mine Aunceſters , 


©», For wantofreall worth to bragg of theirs 


Nor haze I baſeneſle in my Pedigree 
. Fer it is noble, though obſcureit be, 
Thaxt no gold thoſe honours to obtaine, 
. Which men might heretefore, by Verrwe gaine, 
Nor haze I witt,if wealth were givenme 
To thinke; bought Place or Tirle,honour'd me. 
1 (yet) have no belicfe that they are wile, 
Who for baſe ends, can baſcly temporiſe : 
Or that it will at Jength bell for me, 
© That Llin'd poore,to keepe my Spirit free. 
Thaueno Cauſes in our Pleading Courtr, 4 
or ſtart I at our Chancery Reports, 
fearefvll Bi//hath yet affrighted me, 
No AMotion,Order, /udgement, or Decree. 
- Nor haue} forced beene to tedious Torneys, 
Betwixt my.C ors and my eAttorneys. 


'T hawe no neede Itthoſclong gowned watricrs, 


Who play at Weſtminſter ynarmd at Barriers $ 
Nor gamſter for thoſe Common-plea; am I, 
Whole ſport is marred, by the.Chancery. 

- 7 hawe no Dh (9% pony poet tongue ; 
| Nor any mind to take, or doe a wrong. 


% 
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1Thawe noſhifts prciinning fle 

T feed -my ſelfe, with he rich, 

Nor haue [qne ob thel ake me poores.. 
| Ho nds, Homors,runoing bories,Haukes, or VVhore, 


1 haue no pleaſure in acquaintance;where 
The Rules of State,and Ceremony,are - , Wa | 
Obſcru'd ſo ſeriouſly; that T muſtdance, 
Anda&o're all the Complements of France, 
And Spaine,and [raly ; before I can. 
Betaken;for'a well bred E-:g/iſhman : 
- Y And every time we bees bob agen; 
F Toputin actian thatmotlt idle Sceane, | 
| Mong theſe, much preciovstime{vnre. my coft)- / 
And'much true-hearcy meaning haue Loft, 
VVhich bauing found : I doe reſolue therefore . - 
Toloſe my Time,aod Friendihip,ſono-more, ; 
Ihaue»o Complements ; bur. what may ſhow; ©; +... 
I That I doe.manners;and good breeding know," 13 + > 
or much I hate,the forced, Apiſhtricks, AL 
Of thoſe ayr home-diſdaining Policks ++ nhjy 7 * 
'Vho tothe Forraine guiſe are ſo atteedz) Tf 
at Engliſh Honefty is quite reieteds 
nd.intbe ſteadthereat; they furnithe homey" 
JV Vith ſhaddowes of Humanity doe come, | 1 
JOh! how iudicious in their owne eſteeme, CE, 
nd how compleatly, Trauelledchey feetes M1 
Wfin the place ofrea)l kindnefſes, ng 
V'Vhich Nature could haveraughr.chem to expreſſe). 
'F hey can with geitures, lookes ,andlanguage tweet: © 
Faywneclikea Curiezan,onallcbey tmeet y | 
| B 


And 


WITHER'S MOTTO. 
And vie, in humbleand kind peaches, when, - 
They doe moſt proudly, and moſt falſely meane, 
On this; too many fallely ſet their face, © 
Of Courtſh'p and of wiſedome : þut tis baſe, 
For, ſeruile (ynte me) it doth appeare, 

| Whenwe deſcend, to ſooth and flatter, where 
We want affetion :yea,1 hate it mare, 
Then to be bore aflaue ; or to be poore., 
Thaxe nepleaſure, or delight in ought, | 
That by diſſembling, muſt co paſſe be broughc, 
If I diſlike; Ile ſooner tell them fo, 
Then hide my face, bencath a friendly ſhow. 
For he, who ro be iuft, hath an inten, 
Needs nor diſſemble, nor alye inuent, 
I rather wiſh to faile with honeſty, 
Then topreuaile 1n ought by treachery, 
And with this minde, I'le ſafer {leepe, then all 
Our Machanillias Pollititians ſhall, | 

1 have vo Minde to flatter; chough I might, | 

Be made ſome Lords companion z or a Knight, | 

| Not ſhall my Verſe for me on begging goe, | b 
Though.I might arve, vnleſſeit did doe ſo. _ . 

T have no Muſe sthat will ferue the turne, 
Ar euery Triumph; and reioyce or mourne, 
Vpon aminutes warning for theirhire3 
. * If with old Sberrythey themſelues inſpue, 

I am not of a temper, liketo thoſe, | 
T har canprouide an houres ſad ' 31ke in Proſe, 
For any Funerall ; andthen'goe Dine, A 
And choke my griefe, with Sugar-plums and WineZV 


I ca 


0 OTOL TR, PT 
_ - WITHERXR'S'MOTT0: 
I cannorat the ({arer fitand laugh, 
And then halfe tipfie, write an Epitaph 3 
Oc howle an Epicediwn for cach Groome, - 
Thar is,by Fraud; or Nigardize, become 
A wealchy Alderman: Nor, for each Gull, 
Thar hath acquir'dtheſtileof Worſhipfull, 
Icannot for reward adorne the Hearſe, ; © 
Of ſome qld rotten Miſer, with my Verſe : 
Nor like the Poetafters of the Time ; + 
Goe howle a dolefull Elegiein Ryrme, 
For every Lotd ot Ladiſhip that dyes 2 .- 
And then perplex their Heires,to Patronize 
That muddy Poefie. Oh! howl ſcorne, | 
Thoſe Raptures,whichare free,and nobly borne, '/ 
Should Fidler-like,for entertainmentſcrape 
Attrangers windowes: and goeplaythe Ape, 
In counterfeiting Paſſion, when there's none, 
Or in goodearneſt,fooliſhly bemoane 
(In hope of curſed bounty)theiriuft death; - \ 
Who,(liuing)merrienot, aminutes breaths 
ITo keepe their Fame aliue,voles to blow, 
Some Trumper which their blacke diſgrace may ſhow. 
 1cannot(for my life)my Pew compell, // 
Vpon the praiſe of any man to dwell : i 
Volefſe I knowg{or thinke at leaſt)his worth, - 
o be the ſame, which I haue blazed forch, 
ad I''ome honeſt Suite; the gaine of which, 
Vould make me noble,eminent;and rich : - 
And that to compaſſejt,nomeanesthere'were 
VinelV alefſc I baſely flatcer'd ſorne great Peere 5- 
I ca B 2 Wonld 
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"WITHERS MOTTO. 
Would with thar Suice,my ruine I mighr get : 

If on thoſe termes I would endeguour it, 
 Thauenoriato their condition borne, 

Who are inclined to reſpeR;and ſcorne z 

As men in their eftates,doe riſe or fall : 
Orrich,or poore,] Vert: loue in all; 

And where I firde it not, I doe deſpiſe 
"To fawne onthemghow highſo.c're they riſe, 
For,where proud Greatneſſe without worth I ſee: 
Old Mordecay had not a ftifferknee, 

I cannot giue-a Plawd:re(T proneſt) 

When as his Lordſhip thinkes, be breakes aieaft, 
Vnles'it moue me; neither can T'grin, 

When he a cauſcles laughrer doth begin, 

I cavnot fweare him, truely honourable ; 
Becauſe he oncereceiu'd meto his table; 

And tallk*t as if ths Z{aſes glad might be, 

That he vouchſafed fuch a grace to me, 

His ſlender worth, I could notblaze on ſo, 

By firange Hyporbeles,as ſome would do, 

Or wonder at t,as if none had bin | 
His equall,fince Kmg liam ficft came in; 

Nor canl1 thinkerrue /e5r#e ener card * 

To giue or take; (for praiſe)»whar Thave heard, 


For if we peyzeithem well; what goodly grace, 


Haue ourward Beauties;Riches,Tirles,Phce, /| 
Orſuch ; tharwe,the owners fhould commend; 
When no true yertues, doe ontheſt attend ? 
']t beautifull he be, what honour's that ? 


As faire as he,is1many a Beggers brat, 
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 WITHERS MOTTO. 
If we, his noble Titles would extoll; .;; 7... 
Thoſe Titles, he may baveand be 2 foole, | 
If Seats of Iuftice he hath climb'd(we ſay) 
$0 Tyrants,and:corrupt.opprefſors may... 
If far a large cfiare his raiſe werells: (14.24 pa 
A thouſand Yi!lanies, may beprais'd ag well. +: 
If he, his Princes good eficemeheio z, ---. 
Why, ſo hath many 2 bloody' Traytor bin, 
Andifin theſe things healone excell, 
Let choſe thaclift, ypen his prayles dwell, 
Some other worth I finde, ere] haye ſenſe. 
Ot any praiſe-deferuing excellence, 
I hbaxe to friends, that once affeRed were, 
But co my heart; they fir this days neare, 
As when Imoſt endear'd thery (though they ſeeme, 
To fall from my opinion ar eſtceme 3) | 
For precious Time, in idle would be ſpent; 
If I with All, ſhould alwayes complement, 
And till, my lJaue-Imay'to purpoſe ſhow ;; 
JI care nor wherthey thinke I loue ot no, 
{For ſure lam, if any finde me chang'd ; 
heir greatnes, nor their meanneſſe me eſtrang'd; - 
[haxenot priz'd mens loues, the 1cfſe or more, 
 Pecauſe Iſawthem, either rich, or poore; 
But as their loue, and Verrues did appeare, 
I ſuch eſteem'd them, whoſoe're they were. 
Thawenotruft, or confidence in friends, 
nat ſeeke'toknow me, meetly for their ends, 
Nor hane | everſaid, / lowedyer 
hereI expeRed more then Love for it, 


B 3 And 


" wITHERs MOTTO. 
Andlet mefaile ofthat where moſt Tlou'd, 
It chat with Poeriog Ibenotmay'd © 
By twenty-fold, when T my kindnes ſhow, 
"Then whentheir fatiours they on me beſtow. 

I hae nat thot vile minde; nor ſhall my breft 
Forever, with ſuch baſenes be poſſeſt; 

As inmy anger (be itne're ſo ivft) 

To vtter ought committed tomy truſt | 
In time of friendfhip : though conſtrainedſo, 
That want of telling ir, ſhould-me vndo, 
For, whoſoe're hathtruſt repos din me ; 
Shall everfind me true, though falſe he be. - 

I hate no\oue to Gountrey, Prmee or Friend ; 
That can be more, orlefle, or have an end. 

For whatſoener ſtate they rais'd meto ; 

I would not Jouve them; betterthen I do, 

Nor can I hate them; though on me they ſhould 
'Heape al! the ſcorne, and iniury they could, 

] baxe no docing humor, to affect | 
Where loue I finde rewarded with negleR, 
 ] never was with melancholy fit 
Oppreſſed in ſuch ſtup1d manner, yer, ' 

4 5 thar vngently ro my friends I ſpake ; 

O: heed ro their concentment, did not take : 
Nor haveIteltmy Anger ſo inflam'd ©. 
Bur that with gentle ſpeach it might be tam'C. 

[bane nopriuare cauſe of diſcontent ; 

Nor grudge againſt the publike gouernment, 
] Lane no ſpight, orenuie in my breſt, 
Nor doth. anochers peace difturbe my reft, 
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P1THERS MOTTO. 
I haxe not (yet) chat dunghill bumour, which 
Some Great-men baue; who, ſo they may berich, 
Thinke all gaifie (weer, and nought aſhamed are, 
4 Tn vile, and raſcall Snires to haue a ſhare. 
For | their baſenes ſcorne: and euerloth'd 
By wronging others, to be fed orcloth'd, 
Much more, to haue my pride, or luſt maintain'd, © - 
V'Vith what, by foule opprefſion hath bene gain'd, 
I haue not bene enamor'd onthe Fate 

Of men, to great aduancements fortunate, 
I neucr yet a Favorite did ſee; 
So happy, thatT wiſhed co be hee: 
Nor would I, whatſoe're of me became 
Be avy other man, but who I am. 
For, though I am affur'd the deſtiny ,, 
Ofmillionsrendeth to felicity z - 
Yet, thoſe de ſecret comforts, which 1 finde, 
Vnſeene, within the cloſet of my minde: | 
Giue more aſſurance of true happines, 
Then avy outward gloricscan Expreſle. | 
And'tis ſo hard, ( + Favs ſoe'retherebe)} 
4 The iaward plight ofothermen to ſee: 
4 That my eftare, with none exchangel dare, "4 

Although my Fortunes more diſpiſed were, 

T hane not hitherto divulged ought, 

V'Vherein my words diſſented from my thought, 

Nor would I faile; if I mightable be, 

To make my manners, and my words agrec, 

] baxe.#ot bene aſhamed to confeſſe 

My loweR Fortunes, ot the kindugfles, 
ak B 4 : Of 


WITHERS MOTTO. - 1 
Of pooreſt men: Nor baue Iproud beene made, 
By any fauor froma great Man, bed - 

[ bane notplac'tſomuch of my Content, 
Vpoo the gaods of:Ferrane, to-lament 1 
The loffe otrhem/;-more then may ſeemely be, 
To gricge for things, which are no part of me, 

- For, | haue knowne the worſt of being poore; 
Yealoft, when Froloſe have had no more; | 
And though, rhe Coward zer/d4 more quakes for fear 
Of Pourity; then any plagues rhatare: 

Yer, He that mindes.his:End, oblerues his Ward, 
The Meanes perſucs; and keepes a heart prepar'd: 
Da:es, Scorne 2nd Pouerty as boldly meete ; 

As others gladly, Fame, and Richcs greet. 
For thoſe, who onthe ſtage of this proud World, 
Into thepawes of Wart and Scorxe arc hurld : | 
Arc inthe 214fter-prize, thattriech men; 

And Vortue fighterh her brau'ft Combatythen, 

Ino Antipatby (as yet) hawehad, 

T wixt me,and any Crearute,Godthath made: 
Forifthey doe not ſcratch, norbire, nor ſting, | 
Snakes; Serpents, Todes,or Catts, orany thing 
I can endyre to touch;/orlookevpon ::+ . 
(So cannat ew'ry,one whom I have knowne,) 

1 hane no Nation on the carthabbord, .. 
Butawizh a Jewe, or Spaniard can accord, 

As well, zs wich myBrother;ifI fade 
He bearea Vertuous, and Heroick mindg, 

Yer (I confeſſe) of all men, I moſt hate 
Such, as their maducrs dot adulrerate, 
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WITHERS 


I Thoſe Linſy- wovlfie people, whoare neither 


French, Engliſh,Scotſh,nor Dutch +bur altogether 
Thoſe, I aFeQ not; rather wiſh Icould,- - 

That they were Fifh, or fl:fh, or hott, orcold; 
But none among all chem, worſe brooke I, rhe 
Our meere Hiſpaniolized Engliſhmen, 

And if we ſcape their Trecheries ar home, 

Ve feare ro miſchies, where ſo'cre I come. 

':: Thane nor fe2r'd who my Religion knowes? 
Nor eur c for preferment, made 1 ſhowes 

Of what I was not. For, a!rhough I may 
Through want; be forc't, ro put on worſe array, 
Vpor my Body; 1 will euer finde, | 
Meancs to mainraine, a kabitfor my Minde, ' 


JOf Truth in graine: and weare ir,in the ſight. 


Of all the world +in all the worlds deſpighr. 
I, their preſumption, hee xor, who dare blame, 
fault in'orhers; and-corre@ the ſame _ 
ith grieuous puniſhments : yet guilty be, 

df thaſeofencesin more bigh.degree, 


FFor, oh! how'bold, andimpudene a face, 


10ſt 


and'whet' enmoued hearrs of Flint and Brafſe) 
Haue thoſe corrupted MMagrfrater,who dare, 
pon the ſear of Iudgement fit; and there 
ithourt an inward horror preach abrozd, 
Fhe guilt of Sinne, and heauy wrath of God; 
AgunR off-nderspleading atrheir Barr ) 
et know, what plots, within their boſomes are? 
hoz when (cachron'd for Tuſtice) they behold, 
reuerend Z4giftrare, both grave, and old; 


And 


RO OOO RE RT 
WITHERS MOTTO. 

And heare how fternly, he doth aggravate 
Eachlittle crime, offenders perpetrate 2 
- How much the fat he ſeemeth to abhor ; 
' Howhe, aiwuR correction labours for ; 
_ How he admires, and wonders that among 7 
A people, where the Faith hath floriſht long. J 
Such wickednes ſhould raigne which(hehath heard) Þ 7 
1 
( 


The Heathen to coinmit, haue bin affeard. 

Who, that obſerues allthis ; would thinke that He 
Did but an houre before, receiue a fee, F 
Some Innocent (by law) to murther there ? 

Or el(c, from Children fatherlcs to reare A 
Their iuft Inheritance ? and chat when this N 
v 
( 


i 


Were done (3s if that nought had beene amiſſc) 
He could goe fleepe vpn adeed (o foule; 
And neither thinke on mans, or Godscontroulc? A 
T haxe nos « ſtupidity ſo madd, 7 AH BY 
And this preſumption, I would no man badd, IT 
{ haxe no queftion made, but ſome there are, 
Who, when of this my Morrothey {hall heare 3 
Will have a better tomacke, toprocure 
That I may check, or puniſhment endure, 
Theo their owne euill manners co amend: 
For chat's a worke, they cannot yetintend. _ 
And though, they many view (before their face) 
Fa!*ne, and each minute falling to diſgrace; 
(For |: (lc offences farre then they commit) 
Without remorſe, and penitence they (it. 
As if that They, (and they all one) had bione, 
Wichout the compalſle of reproofe of finne. 


Ihau 


le 


ſr chat in me 4 living Faith they ſhew. 


wITHERS MOTTO. 

T1 haze no great opinion of their wit, 
Nor ever ſaw their a&tions proſper, yer, 
Who wedded ro their owne deuifes be ; 
And will nor counſell heare, nor danger ſee, 
That is foretold them by their true friends : 
Bur rather, liſt co them, who for their ends 
Doe ſooth their fancies, And the beft excuſe; 
That ſuch men can, to bide their folly vſe ; 
(When all cheir idle proies come to nought) 


I Arc theſe words of the foole, 'Zhad nor thought, 


I have ngt their delight, who pleaſure take * 
At Natures imperfe&tions ſcoffes to make, 
Nor brue 1 bitrernes againſt that fione, 
Which thorow weakenes hath commitred bin, 
(For 1 my (elfe, am to offences prone; 
And euety day commit 1 many a po 
But at their hatefull crimes I onely glance 


I That finne of pleaſure, pride, and arrogance. p 


I haute not {o much knowledge as ro call 
The Art: in queſion neither wit ſo ſmall, 


JTo waſt my ipicits, thoſe things to atraine; 


hich all the world hath labour'd for in yaine, 
I haze not ſo much beauty, to atrrat 
he eyes of Ladies : neither haueT lackr 


JOf that proportion which doth well ſaffice 


0 make me gracious, in good peoples eyes, 
I haze not done, ſo many a holy deed; 
sthatof /ſESVS CHRIST, lIhauenoneed, 


nd my good-workes 1 hope are nor ſo fews 


Thane 


WITHERS MOT FO, 
7 hawe not found ability ſo much, 
To carry Milſtanes; yea, and were it ſuch, 
] ſhould not greatly yaunrits for, inthis, 
A ſcuruie pack:horſefarr my better is. 
I loue bis manly ſtrength, that can reGſt 
His owne deſires : force pafſage when he liſt 
Through all his trong afteRions, and ſubdue, 
The ſtout atzemprs of that rebellious crewe. 
This, werea brauer ſtrength then Sampſon got z 
And this, I couet, but 7bave it not; 
Thane not ſo much heedleſnes of things, 
Which appertaine ynto the Courts of Kings; 
But that from my low ſtation, I caniſce 
APrinces loue may oft abuſcd be, 
For mary men their Country iniure dare 
At home; where, all oureyes vpon chem are, 
And (of the worlds ProteRor) I implore, 
The ruſt abroad, benot abuſed more, 
T bane »o Brother, but of younger age, 
Nor hane 1 Birth-rightwithour heritage: 
And with that land, let me inherit ſhame; 
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ValeſſeT _m_ when I prince the ſame, 
| The value of a penny haze [ not, 
| That was by bribry, or extortion/gor, - | 
| 1 hazenoLands that from the Church werepild, © 
| To bring (hereafter)ruine to my Child, JAs 
| And hitherco, I thinke, I haue beenefree An 


From Widdowes, or from Orphants curfing me, In 
The Spleene,the Collicke, orthe Lyrhargy, = 
Gouts, Palſies, Dropfies, or » Lynacy, 
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F1THERS MOTTO: 
 Yitby inheritange)bawe none ofcheſe::. .  ! 
Nor raigning finae znor any foule diſeaſe. 

I haze no debts, but fuch as(whenT can} _ 
I meane to pay; noris there any man _. 
(To whom 1 ſtand ingag'd by ought I borrow) 


Aud if they (hould(ſo much my friends they. be) 
Their greateſt lofſe the'le thinke the lofſe of me, 
LAnd well they know,T rooke not whatei.ey lene, 
To wrong their loues, or to be idly ſpent. 

Except the Dexill,and that curſed brood, . 
VVhich have dependance on his Deuil-hood, 
BI know ro foes /haxe; for,if there be, - 


Blnnone,more malice,then I finde in me: 


The carth,thar man(at this time)dorh nor beare 


VVho would nox,if ome iuſt occafions were z 
(Eu'd in his herghe of fplecne)my he toſaue, 
Aduenture with one foot,into his graue, - 
To make me carefull;; Children / have none 3 
Nor bane 1,any VVite to getthemon; 
Nor baxe /,(yetto keepe her)had Tone; 


incel am ſure, I was not borne forher, 

That ſhall before my worth, her wealth prefer: 
or,1 doe ſer my Vercues,at a rate, 

TAs ingh as 8ny prife their Riches at, 

And if All count, the. venture too much'coſt, 
$1Þ keeping ir my ſelfe there's nothing loſt. 
For,ſheT wed,ſhall ſomewhat chinke in me | 
lore wotthy Louc,then great reuenues be, 


FShall loffe ſuſtaine,though Iſhould dye to morrow: 


or can this ſpoyle my Martiage being knowae, . , 


And 


WITHERS MOTTO. 

AndifTfinde nor one,of ſuch minde, 
(As ſuch indeed,areTewels rare to finde) 
Ile claſped inmineowne embraces lye : 
And never touchawoman ill I dye, 

For,ſhall a Fellow, whom(the Vſuter) 
His father,by extortion did prefer 
Vnto an heritage in value cleare, 
Aboue foure times a thouſand pounds a years, 
So worthily or ſo confident become ? 
, (By meancs of that his goodly annuall ſomme, 
Which may be loſt ro marrow )av to dare 
Attempt a ymph of Honour for his pheare ? 
Shall he, thac hath with thoſe foure thouſand poundgF* 
A gawing vaine; a deepe-mouth'd cry of Hounds, * 
Three caſt of Hawkes,of Whores as many brace, 
Sixe hunting Naggs,and fiue more for the race : 
(Perhaps a nunicrous brood of fighting-Cocks) 
Phyfitians, Barbers, Surgeons for the Pox ; 
Ani twenty other humors to maintaine ; 
(Beſide the yearely charges of hiscraine 
With this revenue ? Moſt of which, or al 
To morgage muſt be ſer? perhaps to ſale 
Topay his creditors, and yer all faile 
To keepe bis crafic body from the Iayle ? 
Shall chis dull Foole, with his yncertaine ore 
(And in all honeſty and Vertues poore) 
Hope for 8 Miſtreſſe,noble,rich,and faire? 
And is ithkely,thar I can diſpaire - 
To be as happy,ifI ſeeke it would? | 
Who ſuch a matchlefle forrunc haue in hold; 


#ITHER'S MOTTO. 
That though the zyorld my ruine ploc and threat, 
1 can in ſpight of it berich, and great? 
A dillyGirle, no ſooner ynderſtands, 
That ſhee is lefrin Portion, or in Lands ; 
$0 large a fortune, that it doth excell ” 
The greateſt part, who neare about her dwell 3 
Buc ftraight begins to rate, and prize her ſelfe 
ccording tothe yalue of her pelfe, _ 
nd though to Geatry, nor good breeding boraz 
Can all, chat have eſtates beneath her, ſcorn. 
This wit a #omax hath :and ſhall not I, 
Who know I hauc a ##el1b, which none can buy 
For all the world ; expeQ a nobler phere 
hen ſures ynto.a hundred pounds a yeere? 
Shall loue of Truch, and Vertue make of me 
JA match no'berter worthy, then is He 
Who knowes not what they meanc? and doth poſſeſſe 
In outward fortunes neither chore, nor lefle? 
Hauc I oft heard ſo many faire ones plaine 
ow fruitles Ticles are? how poore and vaine 
They found rich greatnes, whete they did nor find, 
True Loue, andthe endowments ofthe mind? 
auc fayreſt Ladies ofrea ſworne rome 
tifchey might, but onely, Miſfreſſe be 
Oftrue affe tion; they would prize it more 
hen all thefe glories, which che moſt adore : 
aue I obſcru'dhow hard it is to find 
cenftant heart ?aiuft and honeft mind ? 
low few good natures in the world chere are, 
ow ſcanty true affection is ? how rare ? 


's, © 


And 


wITHERS MOTTO: 
And ſhall T paſſe as true a Heart away, _ 
As hath conceiu'd an honeſt thoughcto day: 4 
As if in'value to'no moreit came, + | . 
Then would endeare me toa vulgar Dame 


On equall termes ? or elſe yndoe me with. - Y 
Some old rich Croan, thathath our-liy* her reeth? Þ| ] 
I'le xathet breake it wich proud ſcorne; that dead, 1 


The wormes may rifle for.my Mayden head; 
4 ; 25 loue to beauties, which are gone. 
Muchlike a Koſe i Tune, affoone as blowne, 
 Thoſepainted Cabiners and novght within, 
Haue little powet thy reſpe&towin, 
| Nor bane 1, yet, that ſtupid loue r6pelfe, 
As for the hope thereof, to yoke iy ſelfe 
With any female ; betwixt whom, and me, 
There could norin-che ſoule,'a marriage be, 
For whoſoever ioyne without that care; 
Fooles, anduccurſed in cheir matches are; 
And ſo are you, thar 6ither heare or view 
What I averr; voleffe yourbinke it true, 
I hawe #5 tneaning, whenſoere I wed, 

That my companion, ſhall/become my head, | 
Nor would | (ifT meant to keepe my right) 
So much as fay ſo, though thatwin'her mi pYt. 
Nor though a Durchefſe:  for,the' tmeancs Ile vie 
To keeptmy worth, though my'rewardT looſe, 
Yea, from a priſon had ſheraiſed me, 

Lord of her fortunes, and ber Selfe to be : 
I thacreſpeR, would ill expeRtro/have, . 
Which might become her Husband znot hey flaue, 

big | | fe: 
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WITHERS MOTTO., 
And ſhould I ſpouſe a Begger zI would ſhew, 
What louc,and honor,toa wite weredue: 
| 7 have net,yetof any Skorned binn; | 
| Whoſe good opinion,l hane ſought to wints. 
Nor haue I(when I meane to woe) a feare, 
J Thar any man ſhall make me,willow - apo 

1 haze not eyes (© cxcellent, to (ce, 
4 Things (as ſome tnencando Jbefore they ig 


3 JF Nor Surblind ſight ; which crymes farre off can milk: 


Yet ſeeme,to faults,which are more neare me,dark. 


Þ 7 haze net cares for cuery tale that's told: 

1 Nor memory, thiugs friueclous to hold. 

8 1haxe not their credulity that dare, 

'F Giue credit vnto all reports they heate. 

JI Nor haxe I ſubic& to their dulnes beene, 

4 Who canbelicue no more then they haue ſcorie. 
' Thave ne feeling of thoſe wrongs that be: 

Þ Bybaſe vnworthy fellowes,offerd me 2: 

x For,my contentment ; and my glory; lyes - 

{| Aboue the pitch,their ſpight, or malice fiyes, - 

T haze not neede enough as yet,toſcrue z 


\ 


© Nor impudence to craue,rill | deſerue. 


| Thevenohope,the worlds eſteeme ra gets 


{| Nor coulda Foole,or Knaue;&re brooke meyets- + 


Þ Thaxenot villany h,to prey 
1 Vponthe weake:; of endfhip to _ 
[ark 1 rEAriouets life, that I: - 


ieexcto ſane 1 at by diſhoneſty; - Lt ? 


1 T baxe not Cowardiſe enough to feare , 
T In honeſt aRions ; deagh my cebhere 


Nor 


TWITHERS MOTTO. 
Nor heart, to perpetrate a wilfull ſin: 
Though I with ſafty, largerenowne might wins : 
And for omitting it, were ſure to dye, 
Ne'reto bethoughton, but with infamy, 
T hane not their baſe cruelty, who can 
Inſult, ypon an euecr-grieued man : | 
Or tread on him, that at my fecte doth bow. 
, For, Iprotefl, no villany | know 
T hat could be done me ; butif I perceiu' 
'Or thought)the deer, without faigning griev'd : 
truely could -forgiue him z as if ha 
- Had never in a thought abuſed me. 
And if my loue to mercy, [| belye 
. Let God deny nic tnercy when I dye, 
 T haze not that vnhappinelſle, ro be 
A Rich mans Sonne , For he had trained me, 
| In ſome vaine path;and I had never ſought, 


That knowledge which my pouecrty hath taught ? - 


 Thazenoinclination to reſpe& 
| Each velger complement, nor yet negle& 
An honeſt ew ef friendſhip : For, I (weare, 


©» Lrather wiſh, that 1 deceined were ; 


Thc:nof fo baſc a diſpoſition be, 
 Asto- r |, tl cauſe were giuen me. 


Thancks ConSutution, toaccord 
Te oughtdiſhone;? Doner for a Lord, 


Then for his meat Gevomgand hopes thcrebe | 


It ncuer will be athierwife wi: me. . 
1 hae no polliczes to make me ſeeme | 
A man well-woschy of the worlds cſtegme. 
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WITHERS MOTTO, 


Nor haxe | hope, I ſhall hereafter grow, 
To any more regard, for ſaying fo; | 
$ 7 hazenodoubr, though here a ſlighted thingy 
But I am; fayourite to Heau*ns greatKing, 
Nor hane 1 feare, butall thats good in me 
Shall in my Life, or Death, rewarded be. 
But yer, / hae ndt that attain'd, for which 
FT Thoſe who account this nothing,thinke me' rich x 
Nor that, which they doe reckon worth eſtecme 
To whom, the riches of the mind, doe ſ8eme 
A ſcornefu]l Poverty. Butlet that goe, 
Men eannot prize the Pearles they doe not know.” __ 
Nor have [power to teach them: forif I, | 
Should here conſume my guift of Pockie: 
(And wholy waſt my ſpins, toexpreſle » 
Whatrich contents, a poore eltate may bleſlc) 
It were impoſlible, to moue the ſenſe 
FJ Ofrhoſe brauc things, in theirintelligence. 
I have not found, on, what Lmay rclic 
$ Valeſſe it carry ſofne Diuinitic | 
| To makeme confident : for, all theglory, 
And all hopes faile; io things mecre tranſitory, 
What man is there among vs, doth not know, 
A thouſand men, this night to bed will goe, 
. f Of many a hundred goodly thiags peſleſt, 
- I That ſhall have nought to morow but a Chet, 
And one poore Sheete to lie in ? What Imay, 
I Next morning haue, Iknow not; But to day, 
JA Friend, Meate,Dwnke,and fitting {Tothes to weare y 
» | Some Bookes and rr” 7 - lng: ares cM 
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A Seruant and a Horſe : all this I have, 
And when I dye,one promuſt me a Grave. 
A Graze; that quiet clofet of Content: 
And 1 kaue built my ſelfe a Aſonnment. 
But(as1I liue)excepting onely this ; 
(Whith of my wealth the Inwentory,is ) 

T haveſo litle ; I my oath-might ſaue : 
IfI ſhonld take it, that /,norbing have. 


Nec( ares. 


” Yam yet, what ant / ? or who knoweth how, 
I may be richer madethen I am now ? 

Or what great Peere. or wealthy Aldermas, 
Bequeath, his ſonne,ſo great a Fortune can ? 
Tnothing want that needfull is to haue ; 

Sought I no more,then Nature bids me craue, 
For; as we ſee,the ſmalleſt 75a/5,rmay 

As full as greateſt G/aſſes be; though they 

Much lefſe containe : So, my ſmall portion giues 
Thar fall content ro me; in which helines, 
Whomoſt poſſeſieth : and with larger ſtore, 

I might fill others,but my {clfe,nomore. 

I want not Temperance, to reſt content 

With what the prouzdence of God, hath lent; 
Nor want [ a (ufficiency to'know; 

Which way to vſe it,if he more beſtow. . | 
For,as when me,one horſe would cafier beare, 
To ride on two at once,it.madnes were: 
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'WITHERS MOTTO. 
J,as when one ſinall Bowle might quench my,thirſt, 
olifr a Veſſell;that my backe might burſt 
ere wondrobs folly : So abſurd a thing, 
twere in me ; ſhould I negle&ta Spring, 
Whoſe plenty may a Countries want ſupply.) 
Co dwell by ſone {inall Poole that would be dry, b 
ftherefore, ought doe happen in the way z | 
Thich on a iuſt occaſion ſeeke I may: 
wavt not reſolution. ro make tryall ; 
or want { patience, if I haue deniall. 
Men asle me what Preferment I haue gair'd, 
hat riches, by my Studies are attair'd ; 
dthoſe that fed,and fatned are withdraffe - 
or their deſtruction; pleaſe themſclues to laugh ; 
At my low Fate; As if I nought had got 
I(For my enriching cauſe they ſaw it not. 
Alas ! that Mole-ey'd ifſue,cannot ſee, 
What Patrimontes,are beſtow*d on mee. 
There gs a brauer wealtchinefſe, then what 
They(by aboundance ) haue arriued at. 
Had I their wealth | ſhould not fleeperhe more 
Securely for it; and,were I as poore 
| Inoutward fortunes,as men fhipwrackt are; 
'} 1 hould(of pouerty) have no morefeare, 
I Then if Thad the Riches andthe powers; 
| Of all the Eſterne Kings and Emperors. 
| For,grafle though trod-inco the earth may grow + 
; And higheſt Cedars haue an onerthrow. 
\| Yea,I have ſeenc,as many begger'd by 
j Their fathers wealth; and much proſperity; 
| i Ay 
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As haue by want miſ-dane. And for each one, 
Whom by hisriches, | aduanc't have knowne ; 
I three could reckon, who through being poore, 
Hauec raiſd their Fortunes,and their frignds the more, 

To what contents, doemen moſt wealthy wount, 
Which Fenioy not; If theiy Cares we count? 
My cloathing keepes me full as warme as their, 
My Meates vato my taſte, as pleaſing are. 
I feede enough my hunger to ſuffice : 
I fleepe,till I my ſelfe,am pleaſ(d to riſe. 
My Dreames as ſweets, and full of quiet be: 
My waking cares, as ſeldome trouble me. 
I haue as oftentimes, a Sunny day : 
And ſport,and laugh;and fing,aſwell as they. 
] breath as wholſome and as ſweetean Ayre; 
Aslouing as my M5ſtreſſe,and as faire. 
My body is as healthy and I finde, 
As little cariſe of Sickneſſe, in my minde, 
] am as wiſe, I thinke, as ſome of thoſe ; 
And oft my ſelfe as fooliſhly diſpoſe : 
For, ofthe wiſeſt, Iam none (azyet) 
AndT have nigh,as little hayre as wit : 
Ofncither;haue [ avght tolet to farme, 
Nor (o much want [, as may keepe me warme, 

I ſind my Liver ſound, my ioynts well knit: 
Youth, and good Diet, aremy DoRars yet. 
Nor an Patateer,or EringoesfecdeT ; 
No Mcatesreſtoratiueto raiſe me, needeI: 
Nor Amber-greece, with other things confe&ed, 
To take away the ſtinke, of Lungs infeRted, = 

| cuer 
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WITHERS.MOTTO. 


I neu'r in necd of Pothicary ſtood. 
Or any Surgeons kandto let me blood : 
For fince the Rod, my Tutor hurled by, 
I hauc not medled with-Phlebotomy. 

As good as other mens,my ſenſes be; 
Each h1mbe lhaye,as able is1n me, 
And whether I, as louely be,or no : 
Tis ten to one, but ſomedoethinkeme (o. 

The wealthieſt men, no bencfics polletle, +. 
But I haue ſuch,or better,in their place. 
As they my low conditien;can'contemn'; 
So, I know how to fling aſcorne at them; 
My Fame, is yet as faire,and flies as farre. 
As ſome mens. that with Titles laden are.! ' 
Yea, by my ſelfe much mereT haveattain'd, 
Then many, hanewith helpe of others gain'd. 
And my eſtceme, I will notchange for, their, 
WhoſeFortugcsare,ten thouſand morgayecare. 
Nor want [ {o rach grace, as to confeſle ; 
That God is Author of this happineſle. 

1 want not ſomuch iudgement,as toſce | 
There muſt twixt men, and men, a difference be, 
And |, of thoſe tmplace, account do make, 


(Though tbey bewicked) for gead orders ſake. 


But I could ſtoope:ts ſerue them at their tecte, 
Where olde Nobi/ity,and Verrue mecte. 
Tofinde migcowne defets, / want zot ſenſe: 


| Nor want I wilbt gricue, for my offence. 


To (ee my Friend miſdoe,:/ want nor cyes1 
Nor Loue, to coucr his infirmitics. 
| C4. 
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WITHERS MOTTO. 


7 want »0t Spirit, if I once but know 
The way be-it{t,and noble that I goe. 
My mind's as great as theirs that greateſt arez 
Yet, I can make it fat the clothes I weare. 
And whether. I aſcend,or lower fall : 
I want not hope but 1 preſerue 1 it ſhall 
I want no {landers ; netther want 1 braine, 
Toſcorne the Raſcal rymors,of the vaine 
And giddy multitude, Anti(truſt me)they 
So farrevnableare totalke away | 
My reſolution;that no more it feares 
The worſt their 1gnorance ar-malice dares: 
Then doti the Afoone, ' when dogs and brids of night, 
Doe barking tand,or whootingat het light. 
As if this maſchiefe, noway ſhun I could, 
But that they praiſe me;ordiſpraifeme would : 
T rather wiſh their tongues ſhould blaſt my name; 
Then be beholding to them for my faine. 
[ want nor witt, nor honeſty 
To keepe my hand, fromiſuch baſe Raſcal ſtuffe, 
As is a £5bell:: For, alt I ſhall - 
Sometime let flye.ar Fire in. general! 
I ſpare particulers; Norſhall aKnaue: - 
In my Zines line,fo-much as ſhame to lane, | 
But ihis owne corruption,dye,and rot; 
That all his memory maybe 
7 want novſo much Knowledgezs toknow, 
True Wiſedome,lics not in'a-glorious 
Of humane Learning;'or in being able 
To cite Authorities Konpablt, | 


, 
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WITHERS MOTTO. 
Nor in a new inuention. But that man, 


And from all things,that happen well, or ill, *'7/) 
Contentment drawes; (and keepes a conſcience fil, 
To witneſſe his endeauours to be good, ) gy 
That man is wiſeft ; though he vnderſtood T7 
The language of no country but his owne, 
Nor cuer had the vc of Letters knowne. 

To makefaire ſhewes,of —_ and e-OHts; 
Of Knowledge and Religion : are the parts | 
This Age doth ftriae toplay : but few there are, 
Who rruely are theſame they doe appeare. 
And this is that, which daily makes vs ſee. 
So many, 'whbm we honeſt thoughr ro be, 
And Wife, and leamed, (while fone Srewner doe att) 
Proue Fooles,and Knaves,before their At be paſt. 

I want not (enſe,of thoſe Mens ies; rs 


Muſt ſhortly fall ; and witha heauy eye 

Behold their pempe, and'pleaſures vaniſh by: 

And how that Miffreſſe, they ſo doted on 
(Their proud Yaimne-glovy) will with ſcorne be gon: 
I feele me thinkes with That 2 drooping heart, 
They,and their ydle hopes,begin to part : 

And with what mighty burthens of mnreſt 

Their poore IN ſoales, will be oppreſt. 
How much they will I doe foreſee; 

How much confuſed,and aſham'd they'le be, 

And as I praiſe their doome; eu'nſo I pray, 

Their At ſorrow,worke their comfort may. 


— 


WITHERS MOTTO. 


I'wautnot much experiment,to ſhow 

That all is good God pleafſethts beſtow; 
(What ſhape ſocuer he doth maske it in} 
Forall my former cares,my ioyes haue bin : 
And Thaue truſt, that all my woes to come, 
Will bring my Soule Eternall comforts home. 

I doe not fiude, within me,other feares 
Then what to men, of all degrees appeares. 
Jhaue a conſcience that is cleane within : 
For,(though I guilty am of many a ſinne} 

A kinde Redeemer, I hauc found, and he - 
His Righteouſnes imputeth vnto me. 

The Greateſt,haue no Greatnes,more then I, 

In bearing out a Want,or Miſery. ; 

I can alwell,to paſſion ſera bound: 

Ibrooke aſwell the ſmarting of a wound. 
Aſwell endure I,tg be hunger-bit ; 

Afiell can oreſric an Ague-fit, 

My eyes can wie as long as their I'me ſure ; 
 Andas much cold,or heat I ean endure. 

Yea,l:t my deareſt friends excuſed be. 

From heaping ſcorne or iniurics on me ; 
(Come all the world )and I my heart can make, 
To brooke as much, before it ſhrinke, or breake 
As theirs, that doe the nobleſt Titles were; 

And flight as much their frown that mightſt are, 
For,if in me at any time appeare, 
Abaſhfulneſſe/ (which ſome misrirle,feare) 
It is in doubt;1-aſt 1 throug! folly may 
Some things vnficting me; or doe, or ay: 


" Brute 
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But not that T am fearefull to be ſhent ; 
For dread of Men, or feare of pnnifhmene. 
 Andyet,vo faults / want ; ner want in me, 
Aﬀe&ions which in other men there be. 
Aſmuch 1 hate an inciuthie ; 

Aſmuch am taken with a Covrteſic 
Aſmuch abhorr I, bruriſh Vanities ; 
Aſmuch allow I,Chriſtian Liberties ; * 
Aſſoone an injurie,T'can percciue; 

And with as freea heart, I can forgiue. 

My hand,in Anger, as well can ſtay; 

And I dare ftrike as ſtout a man as they ; 
And when I know, that I awiſſe hane done z 
.. Tam as much aſham'd as any one. 

If my afflictions,more then others be ; 


I haue more comforts, to keepe heart in me. 


I haue a Faithwill carry me on high : 
Vnrtill it lifr me to Eternity. | 

T have a Hope, that neither want, nor ſpight, 
| Norgrim Aduerfity,ſhall top this flight: ® 


Bur that vndaunted, I my courſe ſhall hold, 


Though twenty thouſand Deuils croſte me ſhould. 


Yet(l confeſſe) inthis my Pilgrimage, 
I like ſome Infant am,of render age. 


For, as the Childe, -who-from his Father hath 


Strai'd in ſome Grone, through many a crooked path: 


Is ſometime hopefull that he findesthe way z 
And ſometime dpubtfull,he runs more aſtray. : 
Sometime;wirh faire and eaſfie paths,doth meer ; 
Sometime with rougher traRs,thar ſtay his feer 


He 
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Mere rinns, there goes,and yonn amazed ftaies 
Now cries, and itraight forgets his care, and playes. 
Then hearing wherehis louing Father calls, 
Makes haſt ; but through a zeale il-guided, falls; 
Or runnes ſome other way : Vntill that He, 
(Whoſe loue is more, then his endeavors be) 
To ſeeke this Wanderer foorth, himſelfe doth come, 
And take him$in his armes, and bearc him home. 

So, in this Life, this Groueol ignorance , 
As tomy homeward, I my ſclfe aduance 
Sometime arig ht, and ſometime wrong I goey 
Sometime, my pace is ſpeedy, ſometime ſlow ; 
Sometime I ſtagger, and ſometime [ fall : 
Sometime I ſing, ſometime for helpe I call. 
One while, my wayes arc pleaſantynto me ; 
Another while, as full of cares they be : 
Now, I have Courage, and doe nothing feare, 
Anen,my Sprrits halfe deieQed are, 
Idoubr, and hepe; and doubt, and hope againe ; 
And many change of Paſſions I ſuſtaine, 
In this my Tourney : So, that now and then, 
 Tloſtmay ſeeme{perhaps) to other men, 
Yea, tomy ſelfe awhile, when ſinncs impure, 
Doe my Redeemer: loue, fromme obſcure. 
But (whatſoc'rebetide) I know full well, 
My Father (who abouc the Claudes deth dwell) 
An eye vpon his wandring Child deth caſt , 
And He, will fetch me, tomy home atlaſt. 
For, ofGods loue, a Witnefle want not I; 


And whom He loucs, He loues eternally, ot 
| I haue 


WITHERS MQTTO. 
I haue withia my breaſt, alitthe Heart, 
Which ſcemes to be compoled,of a part, 
Of all my Friends : For, (truely )whenſoe're 
T hey ſuffer any thing, 1tccleit there. 
And they no ſooner a Complaint doe make, 
But preſently, it falls topant,and ake. 
I haue a Lou, that is as ſtrong as Fate, 
And ſuch, as cannot beempayrd by Hate. 
And (whatſocuer the ſuccelle may proug) 
I want not yet, the comforts of my Louec. 
Theſe, are the /ewels that doemake merichs_ 
Theſe, whileI doe poſleſſe, 7 mart not much : 
And I ſo happy am, that ſtill I beare, 
Theſe Riches with me : and ſo ſafe they ate, 
That Pyrats, Robberz,ns deuiſc of man, 
Or Tyrants powre, depriue me of them can, 
And werelI naked, forced tocxilc ; 
More Treaſure, I ſhould carry fromthis //e , 
Then ſhould be ſold though for it I might gaine, 
The wealth of all America and Spaine. 
For, this makes ſweete my life z and when I die, 
, . Will bring the ſleepe of Death on quictly 
Yea, ſuch as greateſt pompe, in life time hauc; 
Shall find no warmer lodging, in ther Graue, 
Beſides; 7 wart not many things they nced, 
Who Me 1n outward Fertunes doe exceeds 
T want no Guard, or Coate of Musket proote ; 
| My Innecence,is guardiant ſtrong enough. 
Iwant no Title; for to be the Sonne, 
. Ofthe Almighty is a glorious one ; y 
| I want 


WITHERS MOTTO. 
IT want no Followers ; for, through Faith I ſee 
| Atroupe of Angels, ftill attending me. 
h want of friendſhip »eede 7 not repine, 

For God,and Goodmen,are {till friends of mine. , 
And when 1 journey to the North,the Ef, 
The pleaſant Sezch,or to the fertile Peſt; 
T cannot wat, for proffcr'd Courteſics, 
As farre as our Great-Britaies Empire lics. 
In euery Shwe,and Corner of the Land, 
To welcome me,doe Houſes open ſtand, 
Of beſt cfteeme : And Strangers to my face, 
Hauethought me worth the Feafting, and more grace 
Then I will boaft of : left you may laved, 
That I thoſe glories(which | ſcorne)affeR. 
Of my acquaintance were a thouſand glad, 
And ſought it,though nor wealth, nor place I had, 
For their aduantage. And,if ſome more high, 
(Who on the multitudes of friends relye) 
Had bur a Fortune cquall vnto me, 
Their troupe of followers wauld as ſlender be: | 
And thoſe mong whom,they now eſteeme haue won, 
Would ſcarcely thinke them, worth the looking on. 

1 want uo Office ; for (though none be voyde) 
A Chriſtian findes, he may be ſtill =: _he 
[ want no Plca(ures,for I Pleaſuresmake, . 
Whatcuer Godis pleagd,I vndertake. 
Compamons want /not,For know,that I, 
Am one,of that renown'd Societie : + | 
Which by the Name we carry firſt was knowne, 
At Autroch, ſo many yeares agone. 


And. 
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And greateſt Kings,themſelues have happy thought 
Tharto this _ Order they were brought. 
1 wanna Armes, to fit me for the Field ; 
My Prayer: are'my Sword ; my Faithny Shield: 
By which, (how cre you prize them) I hane got, 
Vnwounded,thorow twenty thouſand Shot, 
And with theſe Armes, I Heauen thinke to skale, 
. Though Hell the Ditch were,and more high the Wall. 
Athouſand other Priuiledges more, 
I doe poſſefle ; in which the world is poore. 
Yea. 1 ſo long could reckon, you would grant, 
Thar though [ nothing haue ; / nothing wair. 
And did the King but know how rich I were; 
I durſt tro pawne my Fortunes, ke would ſweare, 
That were he not the Xing; 1 had beene Hee, 
Whom he(of all men)would hane wiſhtto be, 


 Nec( uo. 


| T* Hen, to vouchſafe me yet more fauour here ; 

He thatſuppliesmy Want,hath tooke my Care: 
And when to barre me ovght, he ſces it fit, 
He doth infuſe a Minde tofleight ar it. 

Why,1if He all things needfull doth beſtow, 

Should 1 for what Fhaue not, carefull grow ? 
Low place | keepe; yet to a Greatmeſſe borne, | 
Which doth the Worlds aff: &ed Greatyeſſe ſcorne: '' 
1 due liſdaine he* glorice and contents ... * 
Thoſe muddy ſpirits that ©%.ayiir wn Fit)... 
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? care for no mans Countenance, or grace, 
Valcſlc he be as g00d, as greatin place. 
For no mans ſpight, or enuy doe 7 care; 
For nonc haue {p1ght at me; that honeſt arc, 
I] care net for that baſer wealth,in which 
Vice may become, afwell as Vertue rich. 
? care net for their friendſhip. who have ſpent, 
Loucs bcſt expreſſions, in meere Complement : 


Nor fer thoſe Fauors (though a Queenes they were) 


In which I thought another had a thare, 
' 1 earenot forthe Prayſe, who doc not ſhow, 
Thatin their liues, which they in words allow. 
A ruth / care not who cendemneth me ; 
That ſces not what, my Soules intentions be. 
T cere not though to allmen knowne it were, 
Both whom | louc,er hate ; For none I feare.. 
. Teare not though ſome Courtyers fill preferre, 
The Paraſite, and ſmonth tongy'd Flartcrer, 
Before my bold, truth-ſpeakivng Linesz And here, 
If theſe ſhould anger them, [ave not care. 

Tcare xot For that goodly Precious Stone 1 

Whuch { hym:/i; have ſo fondly doted on. 
Nor would I giucarottea/Chip, that I 
Wereot the Koh-Croſſe, Fraternity : 
For, Ithe world too well haue vnderſtood, 
As to be gulld with ſuch a Brarher-hood. 
| T caretorne more knowledge, then to know z 
What Ito God,and to my Neighbour owes - 
utiag ] gat veromg odre, 


For oatward 
; Bo Ubinio, 2F faire fo God appeare : 


No 


££ 


i... rc Du rb.) dc TY was 


_ = , 
Bn_ bes foo Sams a ff = fo znm& co ace } a co CC. 


WITHERS MOTT0: 
No other liberty 7 care to winnie, - © 
But to be wholy free-ed from my ſinne, 
Nor more Abilitic (whilft Thaue breath) - . 
Then ſtrength to beare my Croſles to wy death; 
Nor can the Earth affoord 4 happineſſe | 
That ſhall be-greater then this {@eleſneſſe. *_ 
| Forſuch a LI ſoone ſhould Careles grow, - 
In which I had not lcaſure more.o know, 
Nor care, in a knowledge paines to take, 
Which doth not thoſe, who getit,wiſer make : 
Nor for that iſedome;docl greatly care; 
Which would not make me {omewhathoneſter. 
Nor for that morall Hoveſtie,that ſhall 
\ Refuſe ro toyne Religion, therewithall. 
_ Nor for thatzZealous ſeeming Pety, 
Which wanteth love and morrall Honeſty. 
Nor for their Lowes, whoſe baſe affe tions be, / 
 Morefor their luſt, then for ought g0odin me. 

\. Nor, for ought goed within me ould Fee? ©: 
But thar, they fprincklings of Gods goodnefle are, 
- For niaty Bookes 7 carexot; and my (tore 
| Mightnow ſuffice me,though Ihadnomore, 


| Then Gods two7eſtaments,and therewithall 


That mighty Volume, which the World we call; ,.. 
For, thelewelllookt on, well inmindepreſecd'd ; 
The preſent Ages paſſages oblerw'd - 
My priuate Adions;(criouſly oreview'd. 


” l 


| My thoughtsrecald, and what of themenſu'd ; 
- Are Bookes, which beter farre,inſ(iruQme can, 
T keii all the other Ms of Man z dot 


WITHERS CHOTTO. 
And ſome of Theſe,I may be reading to, 
Where ere Icome,or whatſoe're 1 do. 

1 care not though 3 ſight of Idle Guir, 
(With lauiſh tongues andeuer-empty skulls) 
Dos let my better-temperd Labours lye; 

And ſince, I Termely make nat Pamphlets flye, 

- Say I am [dle, and doe nothing now. | 
As if that I wereþauynd, tolet Them know, 
What I were doing ; Orto caſt away 

My breat Cindies,0n ſnch fooles as T hey, 

' T much diſdaineit ; For,theſe Blockes be Thoſe, 
That vie to read my Verſe like ragged Proſe ; 
And ſuch as(ſo their Bookes benew,} ne're care 
Of what eſtceme,nor of what ve they are. 

I earenot, though a vaine and} crew, 
Of ſhallow Criticher, in each 7Tawerne 
Their drunken cenſires on my Poeſie; 

Yntill among their Cupps, they ſprawling lye. 
Theſe poore,betattered Kimers, (now and then) 
With #ime and /wpuderce inſpized can 
Some fuſtian language vreer, which doth ſeeme 
(Among their baſe adraizers) worth eſteeme. 
But thobaſe Iuie-Pocrs,neuer knew ; 
. Which way a (prightly,honeſt Rapeure flew : 
Nor canthey reliſh,any, ſtraine of wit, 
Bur,what was in ſome drunken fary eric. 
Thoſe needy Poetaſter:,; tp preferr 
Their naſty fuffe, ro ſome gull Srationer; 
With Impudence extollit: and will telt him, 
The very Tue of theyw-booke,ſhall ſcl1 him, 


as | Vatothe Charch, or ( ommen-wealth \yefall; 


WITHERS MQFT6, 
As many thouſands af ogy rold) 
As cuer of my Satyre, have beene fold; 
Yet, e're.a tweluemoneth by the walls it lies; 

Or tothe Kitchin,or the Paliry hies; 
Sometime,that theſe mens Rymes may heeded be, 
They giue(forſooth) a ſeeret Ierke at me, 

But ſo obſcurely,that naman may know, 

Wha there was meant, vntill they tell them ſo. 
For fearing me, They dare not to be plaines 
And yer my vengeance they ſuſpe&t jn vainex 
For I can kcepe my way,and careleſſe 
Though twenty ſnarling Carre-doe batke at pie. 
And while my Fame, thoſe foolesdoe murmur at z 
(And vexthemſelues with laughing,T am fat. 

| am not much inquiſitiue tg know, | 

For what braue A&ionaur laſt Fleet did go : 
What mcn abrogd performe,ar what at hame 
Who ſhall be £mperony,or Pope Of Rowe ; 
' What newes from Fraxce,or Spaine,or Turkgy ares 
Whether of Merchandize,of Peaceor Warre: 
Whether Mogwl the Sopby, Preftor-lobw, 

The Duke of China.or the {le /apas, 

The mightier be ; for, things inperrinent 
To my particular,or my Gontent | 
I little heede; (though much thereof I know ) 
"Nor care | whether it þe truc or no. 
Not for becauſe, 1 carelefſe am become; 

Of the ed State of Chriſtendome. 
But,cauſe; | am aſſuar'd) what cuer ſhall 
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] WITHERS MOTTO, 

(Through Sarhans ſpight,or kiimanc Trechery, 

Or;ourrelying on weake Polecy) 

Gods promiſe to his glory thallpreuaile: + 

Yea, when the fond attempts of men doe fayle, 

And they lye ſmoaking, in th*infernall Pit , 

Then Truth and Uertne,thall in Glory fit. 

Thoſe,who inloue to things that wicked are; 

And thoſe, who thorovgh Cowardize and feare, 

Became thedamned Inſtruments, whereby 

To let vp Vice and falſehood's Tyranny ; 

Ewa thoſe ſhail perifh, by their owne offence : 

And they who loued 7#«th, and ſnnecexce ; 

Outofoppreflion ſhall aduance their head : 

Andon thervines of thoſe Tyravts tread, 

Oh !let that Truth.and [nnocence, in me 

| For euer vndefil'd preſerved be : 

Andletmeliueno more : if then 7 care, 

How many miſeries I live to beare. 

For, well Iknow, I ſhould net weighhow great, 

The perils are, that my deſtruion threat. 

Nor chaynes,nordungeons ſhould my ſoule affright 

Nor grimmeſt Apparitzensof the Night : 

Though men'from Hell could of the Deuill borrew, 

Thole vgly proſpe&s, to augment my lorrow, 

But proue me'guilty z and my Conlciencethan 

Inflits more (mart, then bloody”Fortures can. 

And none (I thinke} of me could viler deeme z 

Then I my (elfe, varo my ſclfe ſhould ſeeme, 

If goqd, and honeſt my endeauors be, 

What day they were begun nee troubles me; 

C15 I -£ <1 I care 


WITHERS MOTT 0; 


7 care uot whether it be calme, or blow, 
Or rainc,or ſhine,or freezc,or haile or ſnow : 
Nor whether it be Autumne,or the Spring z 
Or whether, firſt I heare the Cuckow ling, 
Or firſt the Nightingale: zor doe I care | 
Whether my dreames, of Flowers, or Wedding; are. 
What Beaſt doth crofſe me, care / not at al: ; 
Nor how the Goblet, ar the Salt dothfall ; 
Nor what aſpe&the Planet; pleaſe to ſhow) 
Nor how the Diall, or the Clockedoth goe. 

I doe nat care to. be inquiſitiue, 
How many weekes, or months, I haue to line. 
For, how.is*t-like,that | ſhould berter grow, 
When I my Time ſhall tweluemonth longer know z 
If I dare a&, a Villany,and yet, 
Know I way dic, whilſt I am doeing it ? 

Let them, whoſe braines are ficke of that diſeaſe, 
Be ſlaues vnto an Ephemerides. 
Search Conſtellations, and themſclucs apply z 
To find the Fateof their Natiarty. 
Tle ſecke within mezand ifthere Ifind, _ 
Thoſe Stars, that ſhauld giucelight ynto my mind, 
Riſe faire and timely in me,and affeR, 
Each other with anaturall aſpe&. 
If in conun@tion, there perceiue I may 
True Yertue, and Religion cuery day : 
And walke according to that influence, 
Whichas derived vnto me fromthence : 
I feare no Fortunes, whatſoc're they be, 
Nor care [, whatmy Stars doe threaten me. 

D 3; \ For 


WITHERS MOTTO. 
For He, who to that State Tan once attaine ; 
Aboye the power of all theStarresd th raignr; 
And he, that yaines a knowledge wherewithall, 
He is prepar\d for whatfoe*tetmay fall : 

In my. Conceit;is farre a happicr man 

Then ſuch, as butforetefl n14-fortanes can, 

I ſtart not ata Frars prophecy, 

Or thoſe with whith we Merb» doe belys. 

Noram1 ed, with the ſad relation, 

Of any neare-appfoaching Alteration. 

| For things have cuerchanygd, and encrthall 

_ Vatill there bea changerun over AN. 
And he that beares en hone heartabouthimy 

Needes never feare, what Changes be without him. 

The Eaferne Kingdemeshad their timesto floriſh 

The Grecaan Finpiretifing, ſaw'them perith ; 
That fell, and then the Rows Pride began 1 
Now ſcourged by the raceef Orroman, 

And if thecourſe of things around taſtrun z 
Till they hauc ending, where thry firſt begun, 
What is't to ge? who Þ! rwremulſt, 
Fre that befall ;1yc, motilther*d into duſt. 

What if e Tmeriea'clarge Traft of ground, 
Andall thoſe [les adioynmg, lately found ? 
(Which we more trufly may aDeſertcall, 
Then any of the worlds more cinil) Pale, ) 
What then ? if there the Wilderneffe doe lye, 
To which the Wonran, and her Sonne mult flye, 
To ſcape the Dragon: fury and there bide, 
Till E»roprrthymlcelefle Nation: (full of pride, 


And 
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And all abomination) ſcourged are, 
With Barbariſmeas their neighbours wete? 
If thus God pleafe to doe; and make our fian 
The cauſeof bringing other Peoplerin, 
His Church to be (asonce he pleaſed was, 
The Gentiles cal'ing ſhould be brought to paſſe, 
' Thebetter, by the /ewiſ6 vnbeliefe,) 
Why, ſhould his pleaſure be tay care, or gricſe ? 
Oh / let his Name and {Tburch 
Although wy ruine helpe to make it ſo. 
| Sol, my dury in my place have done, 
I care not greatly, what ſucceed thereon : 
 Forſurelamiif I can pleaſed [_ 
With what God wills z all ſhall be well for me. 
[hate, to haue a thought ofre-ſerious ſpent, 
In thinss mceretriuiall, or indifferent. 
When T am hungry, fo I get adiſh, 
I carenot, whether it be fleſh ornth 
' Orany thing, ſo whollsttie foodeit be : 
Nor care I, whether you' doe carue tome, 
The head, thecayle,the wing, the legge, or none 
For, all Ilike, and affcarilet alone. 
' J[carenct, at your Table whereI fits 
| Nor ſhould f thinieT were 7 Ctinit, 


' (So muchas you) iff honld thence in skoffe, 

your Groomes beturned off. 

For I am ſure that no affront can blot, 

His Reputation, chardeſerues it not. 

To be &'ce-curious, I doe not ptofeſle, 

Nr ever Ca#d I, for A OA 
4 


more glorious grow 3 


WW - 


"For I ne*re loued that Phyloſophy, 


F 


W1THERS MOTTO. 


Which taught men to berude and flouenly. 
I care wr what yon weares, or You,oc He, 
Nor of what faſhion my next clothes ſhall be \ 


: Yerto be ſinguler in Antique faſhjons, | 


I hold as vaine,as Apiſh imitations, 
Of each phantaſtique garb our Gallants weare: 
For ſome,as fondly proud conceited are, 
To know, that the beholder, taketh note, 
How they Rill keepe, their Grandfires ruſſet Coatos 
As is the protideſt Lady,when that ſhe 
Hath all the faſhions,that laſt extant be. 
I care for #0 more Credir, then w will i 


For, if the ſhowes of hopeſty in me, 

Toothers VYertues,would i j: blemiſhbe ; 

(Nor make thetn deeme Hypocrites Jif I | 43 
Should falſly be accugdo of. Vallany: 
Sure, whether I were.innocent, or vo ; + | 
T ſhould not thinke the World, worth telling ſo. 


Becauſe, rooſt men, nothing bad doth ſeeme, © || 


Nor nothing vertuous;but as vnto them, | 

Occaſion makes it good,gar ill appeare. 

Yea, fouleſt Critnes,while they vnpuniſht are: SS: 

Or bring i in profit,no diſgrace are thought ; 0 

And trueſt : Vertueg,poore,are ſet at naught, 7 
[cart far no more Pleaſures then will make, 

The Way which I intend to vndertake, 

So paſſible;thar my vnwealdy loade 

aa trailerics, incident to  ficth qd blood ſe 


Nor will I indge,what:their mtentions are: 


- Their roo much eruſd doth often danger breed, 


| For, allthe fauours,guitts. and-places,which 


. Their fa&tion ſtrengthen,grarifie their friends; 


- Their Creatures ; and but rarely,thaukes hath He, 
 Becauſethe Grants of Perſſon, and of Placez - 11 © 
* Are taken as Their fayors,not Hiegrace. 


WITHERS 'MOTT 0. 


Diſcourage not my willing ſoule fromthart,, 

Which ſhe on g00d aduice,hath aymed at. 
[ care for no more Time then will amount, 

Todoemy worke,aud make vp my.account. 

I care for nomorc Money then wHl pay 

The reckoning,and the charges of the day. 

And'if I neede not now, I will notborrow, . 

For feare of wants,that| may haueto morrow. 
What Kings,and States-men meancy/ doe nos Care; 


For priuate enſures, helpe not any ways 

But iniure them, in their proceedings may. 

Yer, Princes(by experience )we haue ſcene, | 
By thoſe they loue,haue greatly wronged beene; 


And Serpents in ther Royall boſoms feed, 


Should honour them; doe butthefe men enrichs .;' | | 
Wirh thoſe,they furthertheir owne private englas 


Gaine new Afſociates,daily totheir parts, . -/ © 
And from their Soucraigne RKeale away the hearts, 
Of ſuch asare about taem; For thoſe be 


And(which is yet agreater wickegneſſ>) | 
Whea theſe, the loyall Subic&s doc oppreſſe, -. 
Andgrinde the faces of the poore, ale; 
ns ads doceit,by the Kings SISTORAING 


They | 


| Nor though 


WI THER'S MOTT 0. 
© They make Hm Patronof their Villany ; 


And when Hee thinkes they ferue Him Faithfully, 


Secure him intheir Loues and all things do, 
According both ro Law and Canſcience to; 

By Vertue of his Name, they perperrate 

A world of Miſchtefes : They abuſethe State 
His truer-hearted Seruants, they diſplace ; 

= their _ Followers, into grace ; 
yea. (worſer farre they vic: Hims) 
The true ne of ws tp eps Him : 

And makethoſe hearts (which did in him beleeug, 
Allmatchlefſs Yerthes )toſuſpe&;and gricue. 
Now, (by that Loyalty Iowe wy Prince ) 
This of all Treaſon, is the Quinteſlence. 


. A Treaſonſoabhorred, that to Me, 


could halfeſo odious be. 

dearhthey plotted; for more deare, 
My honor, = pou Friends affeFions are 
Then ory Klapdbages, and ten thouſand lines. 
And, pr rg Me of thatdeprines : - 
I finde it would,z greatdeale harder be, 


No Treachery 


To mouemy heart to pardon; then if he * 


Conſpired had,Cwhen I kaftthonghttheſame) 
To root ommy poſterity.and Name. 

Who next in Courrfhall fall 1} doe not Care: 
For,my delights, end N— are. 
Nor meane Ito onapny,lo pr 
Thathis di ſhalt be my onerthrow. 

I cere aslitthe,whoſhallnext ariſe ; 


| For none of my Ambition that way lyes, 
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WITHERS MOTTO. 
Thoſe riſing Srayrez, would neverdeigne to ſhing,. 


On any endcauour.yer,of mine. 
Nor can I thinke there ſhall hereafter be, 
A man am them,that will fanour Me: 


For.l a Scowrge doe carry, which doth fearethem ; 
And loue roo much Plaine-dealingto be neare them. 
If my experience teach me any thing, 
Tcirenor old quities tO Bo: 
Bur can as well belecue it to beſo, 
As if*ewere writ,three thoufand yeeres ago. 
And where [ finde,good ground for my afſehy 
Ple not be halter'd ro a Preſident, 
If menſpeake reaſon,ns all one tome, _ 
Whether their Tem, Ariflorler be; 
.Or ſome Barbarian; whoſcarce heard of ver ; 
I So much as with what Name:gthe Arts we fit, 
'Þ Or whether, for an Awthor you fer, 
Some Foole,or ſome renown'd Philoſopher. 
ln my Religion, ] dare entertaine, 
I No fancies hatched in mine owne weake breine 
| Nor priuate Spirits: But, am ruled by | 
{ The Scriptures; and that Charch Avthoriry, 
T Which with the zrmcient Faith doth beſt agree; 
{| But new opinions wH] net downe with me. 
I When [ would kare,l newer preatly care, 
So 7ruth they tenchme;who my teachers were. 
4ln pointsof Farb,l looke not onthe Was ; 
Nor B-e.a,/ atuis neither Luthor can 
More things without inſt proofe perſwade me to, 
Then any honeſt Parſſh. do. 


The 


WITHERS MOTTO, 


The auncient Fathers, (where conſent I find ) 
Doemake me, without doubting,of their mind, 
But, where in his op1nionany One + | 
Of theſe great Pillers,U ſhall inde alone " 
(Except in queſtions which indifferent arcs 


And ſuch astill his Time,ynmooucd were) 
I ſhun his Doctrine; For this lwaycth me, ] 
No may alone inpoints of Faith can be, ; 


Old Ambroſe; Auſtine, lerome{ hryſoſtome, 
Orany Father; if his Reuerence come, 
To moue my free aſſent toany thin 
Which Reaſon warratits not{vnleſſe E bring, 
The ſacred word of God to giue me for it) 
I prize not this opinion;but abhorr it. 4 
Nay; Ino fa&ion gainſt the 7-uth would follow, |; 
Although Diuineſt Pax/,and Great Apollo, 
Did leade me; if that poſſible it were,  _ 
That they ſhould haue permitted binto erre. £1 
And whilſt that l aminthe right,( Icare not. F 
How wiſe,or learned, Them, you thinke,that are not. | (4 
I care not who did heare me,if 1 ſaid, 


My HY yy ri CA oa. ot 


That hewho fora place of Iuſtice paid 4 
A golden Inn-come, was no honeft Man, __ .yT 
Nor he that ſold ir: for I proue it can, _ AA 
And will maintaine it;that ſo long as ; Thoſe, v2 

And Church-preferments, we to ſale expoſe; . IC 


Nor C Wa fa 0 Charch (hall euer be, 
From hatefull Brib'ry,or damn'd Schilmo,free, 
I may be blam'd, on {peaking this; 


But much I care nor: 


the Truth it is.- 


WITHERS MOTTO. 


| And were certaine, that toblaze theſame, 
Would ſer thoſe things (thatare amifſe)in frame, 
| Shame be my end bur I would: vndertake it, 
'} Though lI were ſareto periſh when I ſpake it. 
1 carenot for Prefermentswhich areſold, 
And bought{by men of common worth) for gold, 
For, he is nobler who can thoſe centemne, 
Then moſt of ſuch as ſcekeeſteeme in them. 
+. 1 doe not for thoſe ayrie Titles care, 
| Which fooles,and knaues,as well as I may weare. 
Orthat my Name(when ere it ſhall be writt) 
| Should be obſcurd with twenty after it. 
For could Ifet tiny mindeioh vulgar Fares 
I would not tnke-ithardto make my Name, 
'Mine owne Afarve,pirchaſe me as true renowny 
As tobe cald; by ſome old ruin'd Town. - 
I loue my Comntry,yet I doe not care, 
| In what Dominions my abidings are: 
For,any Region on the Earth: ſhall be, 
tt, | (On good occaſion)natiue Solle to me: 
| 7care northough there be a muddy crew, 
| Whoſe blockiſhnes,(becauſeit neuerknew 
| The ground of this my Careleſneſſe)will ſmile, 
4 Asif they thoughtIraued, all this while.” 
# Forythoſe the Pronerb ſaith,That line in Hell 
| Can ner conceine what "tis in Helinen to dwell. 
I care not for thoſe Places, whereunto: - 
- | Pad men doe ſooner climbethen Good men do : 
| Andfrom whoſe eucr-gogling, ſtation, all ' 
| May atthe pleaſure ofanother,fall, - 
And Ich | . 


But 
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But oh! How careleſſeevery way, amI, 
Oftheir baſe mindes, decently 
Vpontheir owne Demeanes ; e fcarcleſſe might} T 
Enioy the day. from mornin 'vncill night, B 
In ſweet contentments : renaring prayle to Him, V 
Wha gaue this bleſſings, and thisreft tethem 3 
| Lg. ” from Cares and Entintr Court, 'Þ p: 
nord in their Ee, good reportz | 7 
Mizht twenty pleaſures, s know no! triey 4 
Andkeepea pee guiey > ob they 
OhGod ! how madd are they, ar for has may 


Yet, tnat poore happineſle to reach vnto, | 
Which is but painted will thoſe Bleſſings ſhunn, |} 
and ſweetc 47 1. ou 


And bribe. and woo, | 
homemay keep |] 


How dull are theytWho,when 
And there, vpon their owne ſoft p 
In deare ſecurity 3 would reame about, 
Vncertainc hopes, or plcaſures to inde out ? 
Yea, ſtraine themſelues aſlippery place to buy, 
With hazarding, their ſtates to beggery ? 
With giuing vp, their Liberties, their Fame ? 
With their aduenturing on perpetual! ſhame : 


, With preſtituti a. avghters, Wines, 
' By putting into err liues ? 
By "ling of their Comnry, and the ſale 


Of Inflice, of ;Sevicaud All? 

Still dreaming on Content z alchough they may 
Behold, by new examples, eu'ry da 
Tharthoſc hepes faile ; and falethem not alone, 4 


Bu 


In ſuch yaine things as they preſumed on : 
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4 Butbring themallo (many-times) thoſe cares, 
Thoſe addiftraRions, hoſe diſpaires, and feares ; 
Thar all their glorious guilding, cannoc hide 
t} Thoſe wofull ruines on rx va y as 
But, ten to one, at length t depart ; 
With lolle, with ſhame, and with a broken heart, . 
| 7carenot forthis Humor, but 1 had, 
*Þ Far rather lye in Bed/ew, chain'd and madd; 
| Thenbe, with theſe mens fravti ique mood poſſeſt : 
4Þ| For there they doe lefſc harme, ood haue more reft. 
| 7 care not whenthere comes a Parliament ; 
4] For Iamno proicRor, who inuent 
"BD New Mon 
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opolies, or fuch Swuter,as Thoſe, 4A 
Who, wickedly pretending goodly ſhowes, 4 
| eſe: toreforme ; engender more ; '_ 
PF And farre lefſe tollerable, then before. 
Abuſing Pronce,and State, and Common-wealey 
'& Their (tuſtdeſcrued)beggeriesto nk 
'F Or,that their 11-got profit ves hy ance, 
"0 To ſome Great Place heir Pride, and [gnorance. 
|} Norby Extorrion,nor through Bribery, 4 
JF To any Seat of Iuſtice,climb'dam 1 WR 2 
"FE Norliue Ifo,as that I need7a care. b 
| Thoughmy proceedings, fyould bequeſtion'd There. 
Þ And ſome there be,would ginetheir Coataways. 
Thar they, could this as confidently ſay. 
© Tcaretorno ſuch thriuing Pollicy, 
| Asmakes2 foole,of Morrall Honeſty. 
'Þ For,ſuch occaſions happen now, and than: 
*| Fhat He prooues Wile that prouesan Honeſt —_— 
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And howſoere out Proief#.monger: deeme, 
Of ſuch mens Fortrnes;and of them eſteere ; , 
(How 02.42% rethey Jooke; ;how braneſoere, 
Among their baſe Adinirers they appeare : 
| Though nere ſo trimme,in others feathers dight; 
| clad with Title of a Lord,or Knight; 
Andby a hundred thouſand croucht v nto) 
Thoſe gaudy Vpſtarts,no more prize, I doe, 
 Thenpooreſt Kemnell-rakers ; yea, they are 
ThingswhichI count, ſolittle worthmy care; 
- That (as I lone faire Vertne) [ proteſt, 
Among all honeſt men the beggerPeſt, 
And moſt betatter'd Peſant, in mine eye, 
© Is Nobler, and more full of Maieſtie ; 
Then all that braue beſ pangl'd Rabblement, 
Compo(d of Pride; of Shifts.-and Complement: 
Let great and Courtly Perstiages delight, 
In ſeme dull Geftor; ora Paraſite ; 
Or intheirdry Buffoone,that gracefully, 
Can fing them baudy fongs,ahd fweare, and lye 3 
And lettheir Maſterfriplif ſo they pleaſe) 
Still fauour more,theflaverings of T heſe, 
\, Thenmy free Nembers, For, 1 care no more, 
To be approved, or eſteemed, for Ll 
Awitty Make-ſport; then atieApetobe. 
And whoſoever takes delight in me, 
For any quality that doth affeR 
His Senſes berrer then his I mellebF; 
? care not for his lone. My dogge doth ſo$. 
: a _— tarre as hſvall lone can go. 


|- ' WiTHERS MOTT 0: 
- And if how well he lou'd me;l did weigh, 
-þ Deſerucs(perhaps)as much relped, as they, 


F I have 2 Sowle,and muſt beloued be 


| For that, which makes a louely Sox/e in me; 
-Orelle, their Loues,ſo little care I for, 


That them, and their af:Qions I abhorr. 
_ Tcarenct though ſome Fellowes,whoſedeſert 
Mighr raiſe them;co the Pilory,the Carr, 


The Stocks,the Bran: Jing-Iron, or the Whipp, 


(With ſuch-like duc Preterment) thoſe doe Skipp; 


8 And by their blacke erdeauours purchaſe can, 
Þ The Priuiledges of a Noblc-man. 
4 Andbe as confident, in what they doe: 
'F As if by Vertue they were rais'd thereto. 


2r,as trace Vertuc hath a confidence, 


|. 5c \Vice,and Villaines haue their impudence; 
4 And manly Reſolution, both are thought, ' 
| Tillboth areroan equal} rriail brought; 
'F But vicious Impudence,then proucsa mocke: 

FF And vertuous Conſtancy,cudures the Shoeke./ | 
1 3 Is ſuch ynworthy Groomeswho other day; 
»{'Were bur their Maiſters P anders ro puruey 


ic fuell of theiglaſt, and had nomore, 
it the Reuertion of their meat, their Whore, 


J ' Anc notre your ebay inane: Though that theſe} 


( ie foes to Vertue,and the Times Cifcalc) 
e now to couer o're their knairry; - 


; t - xt oiithe Robes of Wealth, and Bratry'$ 


xd dare behaue their Rogueſbipsſawcily; 


$ f bt a of our old Now 
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WITHERS MOTTO, 


As if they had becne borne to a& a part, 
Inthe contempt of Honour, and Deſarr. 
Though all this be; and though it often hath 
Diſcouragd many a Onz,in Uertnes Path, 
I am the ſame ,and care nor : For, I know, 
Thoſe Batter-fies have buta Time to ſhow 
Their painted wings ; that when a ſtorme 15 neare, 
.” Our habics, which tor any weather are, 
May ſhew more glorious, whilſt they ſhrinking lye, 
In ſome o!d crews, and there ſtarve and dye. 
T hoſe Dues, which vato Uerrze doc belong, 

He that deſpiſcth, offers Verrne wrong. 
So. kethat followcs YVeriue for rewards ; | 
And more the Credit, then the Atregards y f 
(Or ſuch eſtceme as others ſceke, doth mille) 
Himſclfe imagines, werthicr then He is. 
Ifthcrefore I can tread the way I ought, | 
I care no: how ignoblel bethought : 
Nor for thoſe Henors doe i carea fly, 
Which any man can giue me,or deny : 
For what I reckon worth atfpinag to, 
1s got and kepr,whe'r others will or no. 
And allthe world can neuer raiſe a man 
To ſuch brauc heights, as his owne. Vertues can, 

[care not for that Gentry, which doth lyc 
In nothing buta Coat ot Heraldry. | 
One Vertue-more I rather with I had ; 
Then all the Heralds to mine A-##escould add: 
Yea, Ihad rather,thatby my induſtry | 
I could acquire ſome one good quality, 


Then} 


WITHERS MOTT 6. 


Then through the Famiker, that nobleſt be 
From fifty Kings to draw my Pedigree. | 
_ Off Nationsot of Conntries,] wought care, . 
To be commander; my Ambitions are, 
To haue the Rule,and Soneraignty of things 
Which doe command great Emperors and Kings. 
Thoſe {trong and mighty Paſſions, wherewithall © 
Great Monarch's haue bin foild,and brought in thrall; 
e, | Ihopeto trample on. And whilſt that They 
Force but my body{If 1 diſobey) 
I rule that Spirit; which,would they conftraine; 
Beyond my will;They ſhould attempr in vairie+ 
Yea,whulſt they bounded within Limites here, 
' Onſome few Morrals onely domineerr, 
Thoſe Titles,and that Crowne, 1 doe purſue ; 
Whichſhallthe Devils ro my power ſubdue. 
1 care not for that Valeur,which is got 
By furious Choller,or the Sherr-por. 
Nor(ifmy Caule be ill)to heare men ſay, 
I fought it out,en'n when my bowels lay 
| Beneath my feete. A deſperateneſle it is, 
And there is nothing worthy praiſe in this; 
For I haue ſeene(and you may ſee itto) 
' That any Maſtiue-dogg as much will do. 
He valiant is,who knowes the diſeſteeme, 
The vulger haue of ſfueh as Cowards ſeeme. 
And yer dares ſeeme one. rather then beſtow 
ainſt an honeſt cauſe,or word, or blow: 
' Though,clſe he fear'd no more,to fight,or die; 
Then you to ſtrike a dogg,or kill a flic. 
| E 2 Yea 


WITHERS MOTTO, | 
Y ca, him Thonour, who new wakt from ſleeping, 
Findes all his Spirits ſo their temper keeping z 
As that he would not ſtart, thoughby him there, 
Grim Death,and Hell, and all the Diucls were. 

1 care not for a Coward, for to me, 
Ns Beaſts en Earth,more truely hatcfull be 
Sine all the Villanies that can be thought 
Throughout the World,and altogether brought 
To make one Villane; can make nothing more, 
"Then he that is a Coward, was before. 
And he that is fo, can be nothing leſſe | 
Then the perfe ion of all wickedneſle. $4 
In him no manly virtues dwelling are ; |: 
Nor any ſhewes thereof, except,for feare, 
In ns brave reſolution is he ſtrong, . 
Nor dares he bide in any noodaelf: long. 
For, if one threatning from his foe there come, 
His vowed Reſolutionſtarts he from. 

- And cares not what deſtruQion others haue, 
So he may gaine but hope, himſelfe to ſauc. 
The man that hath a feareful] Heart, 15 ſure 
Of that diſeaſe that never findes acure. 

For take and arme him through in cuery place, 
Build roun1 about him twenty walsof Braſle: 8 
Girt him with Trenches, whoſe deepe bottoms lyc - Þ 
Twice lower, then threetimes the Alpes are bye. 
Pronide (thoſe Trenches,and thoſe walls toward) 

A Million of old Seuldiers for his gard ; 

All honeſt men and ſworne : His Feayer will 


Breake in (defpight of al) ) and ſhake him lll. 
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To 


.F Aid yet I want my full. content ar Play: 


0 


| To ſcape this feare 5 his Guard he wauld betray, 


4 In which the common with, hath place in me. 


' And with more welth, I leſſe content might finde, 
$ If | with Riches, had ſomerich-mans minde. 
- A dainty Pallate would conſume in cheere, 
|. (More then I doe) a hundred pounds ayeare, 
4 Andleauc me worle ſuffiſed then I am. | 
-HadT an inclination, much to game 


- And yet, not halfe that pleaſure bring me to, 


} If to braue Apparell were incliad ; ; 
4 Fiuc $twderts Penſions, I _ yearely ſpend, T 
| et 


WITHERS MOTTO. 


Make cruelly hisdeareſt friend away ; - 
AR, any baſe, or aay wicked thing, 
Be Traytor to his Country, or his King 
For-ſweare his God, and in {ome fright goe nigh 
To Hang himſclfe, to ſcape the feareto die. | 
And for theſe reaſons, 7 ſhall never Cave, 
Toreckonthem for friends,that Cowary;s are. 

7 carenot for large Fortunes; For I find, | 
Great wants, beſt trie the Greatnefle of the minde. 
And though I muſt contefle, ſuch Times there be 


Yet, when I ſcarxchmy heart, and whar content 
My God vouchſafeme hath; I count my Rent 
Ts be abouc, a thouſand pound ayeare, 


More then it can vato the World appeare. 


% 


A thouſand Markes, would annually away, 


If lin Hawkesor Doggs hadmuchdelight; | 
Twelue hundred Crownes it yearely waſt me mighty 


Which, from one Ze of This,receiue I do. 


3. 


WITHERS MOTTO... 


Yernot be pleagd ſo well. with what I weare 
 ASnow Iam; Nor takeſo little Care. 

I much for Phvſicke might be forct rogiue; | | 
And yet a thouſand fold lefſe healthy liue. | 
To keepe my Right,the Law my goods might waſt; 

And with yexation, tire me out ar laft. 

Theſe,and (nodoubt)with theſe, full many athing | 
To make me lefſe Content,more wealth might bring, Þ 
Yet more employ me ta ; for,fewe I ſee 
Who Owners of the greateſt Fortunes be: 

Bur they hauc {till,as they more Riches gaine, 
More State, more luſts,ind troubles to maintaine 
With their Renenues. That the whole Account, 

. Of theirgrear ſeeming Bliſſe,dath ſcarce amount, 
To halfe of my content. And can I lefſe | 
Eſtzemethis rare-acquired happineſſe, | 
Then I,a thouſand pounds in rent would prize? | 
Since with leſſe trouble,it doth more ſuffice? 1 
No; for, as when the March is ſwiftand long, | 
And men haue focsro meete, both fierce and ſtrong; 
That Souldier in the Confli& beſt'doth fare 

Who getteth Armes ef proofe,that lighteſt are: 

Soy T,who with a little, doe entoy 

As much my Pleaſure,and Content,as they 

Whom farre more wealth and byſineſſe doth moleſt ; 
Account my Fortune, and eſtate the beſt. | 
Gods fauour in it,I extoll the more : 
And'great poſſeſſions much leſle care / for, 

F care not (OT till my felfe may be, 

What others arg,orwho takes place of me, 


- 
«a. * 4 * —- _—_—_ p—_ \ 


lcare 


WITHERS MOT TO. 


I care not for the T imes vnult negleR; 
Nor feare their frownes,nor pratſe their vaine reſpe&, 
For,to my (eife,my worth doth nener ſeeme; 
Or more,or leſſe, for ether menseſteeme. 
The Turke, the Denill ;Antichrift. and all 
The Rable of that Body-myſticall, 
I care not for; And | ſhould / an be, 
If I ſhould giue then cauſe to care for me. 
What Chriſtians ought not to be carcfull for, 
What the £ternall Ef: nce doth abhorr, 
I hate as | am able; And for ought - 
. Which God approues not; when I ſpend athought, 
I truly wiſh that from my eyes might raine, 
A ſhower of Teares, to buy it backe againe. 
[ care not for their Kin, who bluſh to ſee, 
Thoſe of their blood, who are in meanc degree. 
For,that bewra7es enwocthines; and thowes, 
How they by Chance,and nat by Vertuc roſe, 
Toſay A > Lord my Conuſen,can tome 
(In my opinion)no ſuch honour be ; 
(If he from Vertues preceps goe a(tray,) 
As when my honeſt Kinſman,l can ſay. 
And they are Fooles,who,when they raiſed are z 
Faine rheir beginnings nobler then they were. 
Yea they doe rob themſclues of trueſt Fame, 
With ſome falſe honour to belyetheir Name. 
For,ſuch as tothe higheſt Titles riſe, 
From poore beginnings, haue more tongues andcyecs, 
To honour and obſerue tzem(farre)then all 
That doe ſucceed them,cuer boaſt of ſhall, 
E 4 For 
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For being nothing more thenthey were borne, 
Men heedethem not, vnlefſe they merit ſcorne 
For ſome vnwor thinefſe, And then,perchance. 
: As their Forefathers meannefſe did adnance 
His praiſe the higher ; (o, their grearnelle ſhall, 
Make greater both their Infamy,and Fall, 

It 1s mens glory therefore, not ablot, 
Whenthey the ſtart,of all their Names haue got ; 
And jt. was worthleſſe Enny, firft begun, ' 

That falſe opinion,which ſo farre hath run. 
Which well they know whoſe Vertues honor winn, 
'And ſhame nor to confefle, their pooreſt Kinn, 
For,whenſocuer they doe looke on Thoſe, 'V 
To God they praiſes giue and thus fuppoſe : 
Loe ; when the hand of Heauen aduanced Vs, 
Aboue our brethren,to be lifted thus ; | | 
Helzer chem ſtay behind, for markes to ſhow, | 
rom whence we came,and whither we mult goe. 

To haue the Minde of thole,? doe not care, | 

Who both ſo ſhameleſſe,and fo fooliſh are; | 
 Thartoacquire ſome poore eſteeme, where they 
Were neuer heard of, vntill yeſterday, 
(And neuer ſhall haps, be thought on more) 


Can Prodigally,rhere conſume their ſtore : | 
Aud ftand vpon their points, of honor (> ; ] 
As if their Credit, had an ouerthrow, 2 
Wichout Redemption ; if in ought they miſle ; 
Whereinth 'accompliſhr Gallant punRuall is, | i: 
Yet baſely,eu'ry itie deſpiſe; | 


In which true Wi ome,and true henor lies, RR . 


f 


Condemne the Man, they prayſed yeſterday, 


WITHERS MOTTO, 


If you, and one of thoſe, ſhould dinero day, 
T were three to one, bat He forall would pay : 
If but your Seruant light him to the doere, - 
He will reward him , If but he, and's whore, 


 Carocht a furlong are ; the Coachman may, 


For ſeanight after let his Horſes play. 
And yet, this fellow, whom abroad you ſhall 
Perceiue ſo noble, and ſo liberall, 


Mong thoſe that hardly, will enquire his Name. 
At home(where euery good, and cuery ill, 


'Remaines to honour,or to ſhame him ſtill) 


Negle&ts Humanity. Yea'where heliues, 


(To gaine a dayes, perhaps, but one heures fame) 


And needs moſt loue all cauſe of hatred giues. - 


To poll,to racke, to ruine,and oppreſle, 
The poore,the Widdow, and the fatherleſle. 
To ſhift, tolye, to couzen,and delay, 
The Lab'rer and che Creditor of pay, 
Are therc his praQtiſes. And yet this Ale, 
Would for a man of worth, and honour pale, 
The diucll he ſhall affoone : and, I will write, - 
The Scory ofhis being Conuertite, 

[care not for the Worlds vaine blaft of Fame, 
Nor doel greatly feare the Trursp of ſhame :; 
For, whatſocuer good, orill is done, 


"The rumor of it in a weeke is gone. 


One thing puts out another; And men ſorrow, 


To day, perhaps, for what they ioy to morrow. 


And itis likely, that &re nightthey may, 


Hang 


WITHERS MOTTO, 
Hang himnext morning,and be ſorry then; 
Becauſe he cannot be aliue agen. 
| But, grant the fame of things had larger date: 

Alas! whatglory is it, if men prate 
In ſome three Pariſhes of that wedoe, 
| When three great Kingdo:nes are but Mole-hils to, 
The Earthe's Circumference ? and ſcarce one man 
Of twenty Millions know our aRions can? 
Beleeue me;it 1s worth ſo little rhought, 
(If the offence to others were not ought) 
What mensepin1ons, or their ſpeeches bez 
That werethere nor, a better cauſe in me, 
(Which moou'd to Uertue) [ wonld uener care, 
Whethermy Actions good or cuill were. 
Though ftil! vnheedeJ,of the World, I ſpend: 
My Time, and Studies, to the nobleſt end ; 
One hayre, / care not. For,I find reward, 
Beyond the Worlds requitall or regard. 
And fince allmen,ſome things crronious doe; 
And muſt in Inftice,omewhatſuffer to : 
In part of my corre&ion , This, I take ; 
And that T fauourd am, account doe make. 
I care not.though,there ewry hourc,ſhould be 

Some outward diſcontent to buſie me, 
And,as I would not too much Triall haue; 
Se,toomuch,carnall peace I doe not craue. - 
The one,mmight giue my Faith a dangerous blow ; 
The other would peruert my life,I know, 
For, few loue Verrwe in Aduerfity; 
But fewer hold it,in Proſperitie, 


Vaine 
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WITHERS MOTTO, 


Vajne Hepes(when I had nought but hopesalone ) 
Have mademeerr? : Then whither had I gone, 
* (If !,the full poſſeiſion had attair'd) 
When,but mecre Hopes,my heart to folly train'd? 
Smooth wayes, would make me wanton ; And my 
Muſt 1lye,where Labour, Indpſtry,and Force, (courſe 
Muſt worke me Paſſage : or, I ſhall not keepe, | 
My Soule from dull Securities, dead fleepe. 
But,outward Diſcontentments make me flye, 
Farre higher,then the Worlds Contents doelye. 

{ neither for their pompe, or glory care; 
Who by the loue of Yice aduanced are, 
Faire Vertwe is the louely Nymph I ſerue 
Her #4! | follow, Her {o>mmanas obſerae ; 
Yea(though the purblind World perceine not where) 
Thebeſt of all Her Favours I doe weare. / 
| And,when great Yices,with faire baited hookes, 
Large promiſes of fauqur tempting lookes, 
Aud twenty wiles,hath woo'd me to betray, 
That noble 17freſſe ; I have turn'd away; 
And flung defiance both at Themand Theits, 
In ſpight of all their gaudy Serwiters, * * 

In whichbraue daring Ioppovd haue bin, 
By mighty Tyrants;and was plunged in, 
More wants then thrice my fortune would hauc borne. 
When our Heroes did,or feare,or ſcorne, 
Tolend me ſuccour, (yea,in that weake age 
When I but newly entred 6n the Stage; 
Of this proud world)So that, vnleſſe the King 
Had nobly pleagd,to heare the Auſes fiug, 
My 


WITHERS MOTT 0. 


My bold eLppologie ; Ti now, might 

Hae Arugling "= beneath their | "a 

But all thoſe threatning {omers, | haue ſcene 
Blaze, till their glories quite extin& haue beene. 
And I, that cruſht,and loſt was theught to bee , 
Live yet, to pitty Thoſe, that ſpighted Me : 
Enioying Hepes which ſo well grounded are, 
That, what may follow, I nor fearc,vor care. 

Yet thoſe I know therebe, who doc expe, 


'Whatlength my Hopes ſhall have, and what effeR: 


With enuous eyes awayting ev'ry day 
When all my confidence fhall ſlip away. 


And make me glad, through thoſe baſe paths to flye ; 


Which they have trod, to raiſe their Fortunes by. 


They flout to heare that I dye Conſcience make, 


What Placel ſuefor,or what CourſeT take. 

They Jaugh to ſeeme [pend,my youthfull tiny 

In ſerious Strder;and to teach my Kime 

The Straines of Fertne yz whilſt I might, perchance, 

By Lines of Rybaldry,my ſelfc aduance 

To place of Fauour. They make skoffes, to heare 

The praiſc of Honeſty; as if it were, 

For none but vulgar mindes. And fince they line 

In braue proſperity; they doe belicue 

It hal! continue : And account of Me, 

As One ſcarce worthy,of their ſcorne to be. 

All this is 7r#t/, yea truſt me, care / not y 
Nor louc I Jertue, ought the worſea iott. 

For, I oft ſaid, that I ſhould liue, to ſee 

My #ay, farre ſafer, then their Cousſes be. 
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WITHERS' MOTTO. 
And I have ſcene, ner one, nor two,nor ten, 
But (in few yeares)greatnumbers of thoſe men, 
From goedly bravery,to ragys decline; 
| And waite vpon as poore a Fate as mine. 
Yeathoſe,whom but a day or two before, 
1 Were(in their owne vaine hopes )a great dealemore 
Then any ofour Auncient Baronage : 
"(And ſuch as mary Wiſemen of this age 
Haue wiſht to be the men)eu'n ? 90%, it I 
Secne hurled downe to ſhame, and beggery, 
In one tweluc houres : and grow ſo miſerable, 
That they became, the ſcornefull, hatefull fable 
\FOfall the Kingdome. And there's none ſo bace, 
'But thought hamſelfe, a man in better caſe, 
; This, makes me pleaſed with mine owne eſtate, 
And fearefull to deſire anothers Fate. | 
'This makes me Cre/eſe of the worlds proud (corne, 
{| And of thoſe glories, whereto ſuch areborne. 
And, ifto have me, ſtill kept meane and poore, 
To Gods great Glory, ſhall ought add the more 
Or if to haue diſgraces heapt onmey 
(For others, in their way to Bliſſe)may be 
'Of more Aduantage,then to ſee me thrine 
1n outward Fortunes,or more prized hue : 
"$1 care not though I never ſee thar day, 
Þ Which with one pinns-worth more enrich me may. 
Yea by theeternall Deity I'vow ; 
'Wheknowes 1 lie not, who doth heare me, now. 
"Whoſe dreadfull Maicſty is all I feare, 
| | Of whoſe great Spirie, Theſe, the ſparcklings are, 


” 
b " | 
- 
» 
_ ———— ——— kT C”?DY CCC eee _ 


WITHERS MOTTO. 


And who will make me,ſuch proud daring, rue; 
If this my Protefation be vntrue. ' 

So I may ſtill retaine that inward Peace, 
That loue and taft,of the Eternall Blifſe, 
Thoſe matchleſſe Comforrs,and thoſe brane deſires, 
Thoſe ſweer Contentments, and immortall Fyres. 
Which at this inſtant doe inflame my breſt; 

(And are too excellent to be expreſt ) 

; JI deemot care a Ruſh,though1 were borne, 
Vntothe greateſt Pouerty,and {corne: 

Thar (fince God firſt infus*d it, with his breath) 
Poore fleſh and blood,did cuer grone beneath. 
Excepting onely,ſoch a load ict were, 

As no Humanity was made to beare. 

Yea, let me keepe theſe Thoughts:and let be hurFd, 

Vpon my backe,the ſpight of all the world, 

Let me haue neither drinke,nor bread to cate, 

Nor Cloathesto weare,but thoſe for which I ſweate, 

Let me become vnto my foes a ſlane ; 

Or,cauſcleſſe here,the markes of Iuſtice haue: 

For ſome great Villany,that I nerethought; 

Ler my belt Actions be againſtme brought. 

That ſmall repute,and that poore little Fame, 

| Which Thaue got ; let menvnto my ſhame © 

Hereafterturne; Let me become the fable, 

A talke of Fooles, Letme be miſerable, 

In all mens eyes,and yet let no man ſpare, 

gh that would make me happy,) halfe a teare. 
Nay, which is More vnſufferable farre, 

Then all the miſeries yet ſpoken are) 


Ju 


Let 


| 


| 


WITHERS MOTTO. 


Let that deere Friend, whoſe loue is more to me, 
Then all thoſe drops of Crymſen liquor be, 
That warme my heart, (and for whole onely good 
I could the brunt of all this Care, hauc ſtood ) 

Let him forſake me. Letthatprizcd Friend, 

Be cruell to; and when diſtreſt. I ſend 

Toſecke his Comfort, let him looke on me, 

With bitter ſcorne, and ſo hard-hcarted be ; 

As that (altzough he know me innocent, 

And how tho cMiſcries I vnderwenr, 

In loue to him) He, yet deuy me ſhould, 


1. One gentle looke, though that ſuffice me could. 


And (truely gricu'd, to make me) brimg in place, 

My well knowne Foe, to ſcornc me, to my tace. 
Letthis befall me; and with this, beſide, 

Let Me, be for the faulty friend belide. 

Letmy Religion and my Honeſty 

Be counted till my death Hypocry fie. 

And when I dye, lcttill the generall Doowe, 

My Name, cach houre, into queſtion come, 

For Sinner | never did. Andit to this, | 

You ought can add, which yet more grievous is, 


| Let that befallme to, So that, in Me, 


Thoſe comforts may encreaſe, that ſpringing be, 
To helpe me beare it. LetthatGracedeſcend, 
Of whichT now, ſome portion apprekend : 
And then as I alrcady (bere-tofore) 

(Vpon my Maker: [trength, relying) ſwore, 
So, now I ſweareagaine ; If oughtit could, 


Gods glory further, that I ſufferſhould : 


Thoſe 


WITHERS OAMOTTO. 
Thoſe Miſcries recited ; ] nor care, 
How fooenethcy ceazd me, nor how. long they were: 
' For, He can make them pleaſures, and I know 
As long as he inflits them, will doe ſo. 
Nor vnto this aſſurance am T come, 
By any Apothegmes,gathered from | 
Ouroeld; and much admir'd Philoſophers. 
My Sayings arc mine owne as well as theirs 1 
For, whatſoe're account, of thera is made, 
Thaue as good expericace of them had. 
Yea, when I die (though now they ſleighted be ) 
The Times to come, for Them, ſhall honour me : 


| And praiſc that 34ixd of mine, which now perchance | 
- Shall bereputed fosliſh Arrogance, 


Oh ! that my Lines were able to expreſle, 
. The Cauſe, and Ground ofthis my {areleſneſſe. 


That, I might hew you, what brave things they bez. 


Which at this inſtant are a fire in me. 
Fooles may deride mezand ſuppoſe, that this 
© more) but ſome yaine-glorious Humor 1s, 
Or ſuch like id|c Afotion, as may rife, 
From furious, and diſtemper'd Fartactes. - 
But, let their thoughts be free; Iknow the Flame 
Thatis within me, and from whence it came 
Such things hauc fald me, that I feele my braine, 
Wax giddy, thoſe highRaptures to contain. 
They raite my Spirits,which now wherling be 
 Asifthey mcantto take their lcauc of Me, 
And could theſe Straines of Contemplation, ſtay 
Toliſtme ligher fill, bug halfe a day : * © - 
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I that Time; they would mount to ſuch a beight; F 


1f all thoſe coteming ftormes which ſoumedoe feare, - 
Were now deſcending dowtr: For Hell cantnake, 


| No vproare, which my peaceful thonghts may ſhake, 
'Ifounded haue my Hopes;on him that bath 

.A fhelter for me, in the Day of wrath. 

 $ Andl hauerruſt,I ſhall (without a maze,) 6. 
- [Locke yp, whea all burnes x mein ablaze. -* 


Y, 


W1iTHBRS MOTTO, 


hat all rtly {res would wget to 
o 


I”) 


© But oh ! I teele, the fumes of fleſh and 
' Toclogg thoſe Spirits im me; and like tnuld, 


They fincke'againe, More dimly burne thy fircsy 
To Her low pitch, my #ſ# againe retires * | 
nd as het heauttnly flaines cxringuiſhe be, 


” The morel find my Cares to burthen Mez 


Yer,I bclieuc;lwas enlightned ſos 
That never (hall niy Spirit toopefo low. 


: Tolet the ſervile thoughts, and dunghull cares; 
- Of common Minds,catrap me in theifffnarcs. 


For, ſtil I value not,theſe things of nbughte, 


| For which the greateft part,take greateitchovght. *- 


Much for the world / tare nor; and (cotifeſle) 


' Defire 1 doe. my care for it, were letfe; ] * 


] doe ot care,(for ought they me could harmed)” = 
Tf with morc miſchiefes,this laſt Age did/{warmey 
Yea, ſuch poore /byVhave;or Careto ſet 
The beſt Contents theſe'Tirm+s tan promiſe Mez 
And that ſmall feare of any Plague at all, 

(Or Miſeries) which on-this Agetnay tall. 
That, but for Charity, / 4d not care 


AneS 


WITHERS MQTT0O. 
Andif to hauetheſe Thoughts,& this Mind known 


Or,it This ſhall,no more inſtruRiue be, 
 Toothers;then it glory is to Me: 
Here let it periſh,and be hurled by, 
Into Obliuton eucrlaſtingly. 
 Forgwith this Mmde,I can be pleaſd,Cas much) 
Though none but I my ſelfe,did know it ſuch. 
,. And, He that hath contentment weeds wot care; 
” Whatother mens opinions of it, are. 
 Tcarenat,chongh for many griefes to come, 
To live a hundred yeeres;it were my Doome. 
- Nor care I,thaughT ſummond be away; 
At Night, to Mo row-morning,or to'Day. 
I care notwhether This, you read or no ; 
Nor whether you beleeue it, if you doc. 
I care no} wherher any Man ſuppoſe 
All-7þs: from Iudgement,or from Rafhnes flowes. 
Nor meane Io take (are what any Man, 
Will thinke thereof ; Or Comment onit can. 
I carenot who {hall fondly cenſure it ; 
Becauſe it wasnot, with more Method writ: 
Or fcanwd in imitation,of the S2rame, 
In ſome deepe Grecianor old Remane yaine. 
Yea, thoughthatallmen liuing ſhould deſpiſe, 
Theſe Thougnts in Me,to heede, or Patronzc: 
I vow, / care not, And I vow,noleſſe; - 
' T carenot who diſlikes this Careleſneſſe. 
My 44indesmy Kingdome ; and Iwill permit, 
Noothers#/to haue the rule of it. 
©: A 


Shall fpread Gods praiſe no further then mine own: 


EY UORmQ ugh, . 


WITHERS MOTTO. 


For, 1 am free; and no mans power(l know ) 
Did make me thus,nor ſhall vnmake me now. 
'But,through a Spirit none can quench in me : 
' This fd 1 got,and this,my Mind ſhall be. 


__——. 


To Enuy. 


N Ow looke vpon Me,Enuy if thou dare, 

| Dart all thy Malice,ſhoot me ew*ry where: 

Try all the wayes thou canſt, to make me feele, 

The cruel ſharpenes of thy poyrned ſtecte. - 

For, | am Enuy-proofe, andſcorne 1s ; 

The worſt thy caxcred ſpight gan vroe thee to. 

This Word, | care not, tr ſoſtrong a Charme, 

F That He,who ſpeakes it truely, feares no harme, "| 

Þ Prich thy accurſed Rancor, harbor may ; 

*Or,his perner/eſt Fo-tunes,on him lay. 

Gee, hatefull Fary; Hagge,goe, hide thou then, -Y 
4 7%) ſnakie headjn thy horred Den. 

' And ſince thou canſt mt hane thy will of Mde: | 
| | Theres Damned Fiend, thine owne Tormentreſſe be, 
* {Thy forked ftingr,vpon thy body trrne ; 

With Flellify flames thy ſcorched entrailes burne 

| From thy l-ave Carkaſſe, thy blacke ſinnewes teare, 
With thine owne Venome burſt, and periſh there,” 
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A Poſtferipr. 


: S$ Vite through this //az4hath my Afotro rung. 
\_ CZ And twenty dajes are paſt, ſince vp I hung 
My bold fmyprez.a ; which defiance throes, 
At all the malice of faire Yirtzes focs. 
' The Good approue it 3 and ſo crqynethe Cauſe 
Of this my Relojution, with applauſe ; - 
That ſuch as ſpight it, dare not to appeare, 
Ja oppoſition tq the Challenger, 
Their AZalice would eforce them ; but, it lyes 
Oppreſſcd yet, with tearctull Comargize. 
-- For, rhey ſo arm?d have found me, that they feare, 
- I may (in ſpightofalltheir £xuy) beare 
The Conqueſt from them : an4vpon the Face, 
Ofrhcir he-ſpotted Fame, ſtick more diſgrace. '\ 
This, makes them Storme in priate, Slander, Raile, | 


- 


Thr at, Libell, Rywe, Detraf; and to preuaile 
. Vpon my Patience, try their vtinolt Art, 

- Bur, I 'iti]l minde my cAfores's later-parrz 3 
And Cave nat for it; which, more makes them chauſez Þ+y 
And ſtil, the more they frer, the more I laugh. Þ 

Bur, now their Enuies, have ſo wellconſpir'd ' 
That they. haue framd the Prozett they defir'd ; 
And tooke ſuch courſe, that (if their word you tak.e ) 
Shall mooue my. {bollr and my Patience ſhake. 

. Forfoath ; ſome RT ME RS they haue byz/d,to | 
Their Rankgr into Balladry ; and ſpew (evi os 
| | Their +; 


"Their blacke Neſpight, which toe drunken note, 

"They, in a hundred Taverns, haue by roats | 
Already betcht,vnto that e Auditory; Or 

' Who are the firteſt 77wmpets of their Story. 

When their /n4sntions (by the powre Diuine 4 

- Of much-inſpiring Sacke and Claret-wine) 4 

Are ripened to the higheſt ; then,they lay 4 
'Þ The Srationer expeRts it eu'ry day : | | 
And that he may a ſauing bargaine nake ; 

- (Aforehgnd)doth his Cafomers beſpeake, I 
F Burt whentheſe Braine-wormes crawling foorth you 
| (As piety *$wereguch wit ſhquld ſmother'dlye). ({pye 

* They will bewray the Sies ; and mal't appeare, - '' 

"That [gnorance,and Enay Parents were 

To thardeſpighttfall Ifſue ; So, that He - 

* Who ſhall a Ruſhthe leſſee, efteeme of Me, 

For ought thers Writ : ew'n (He )is oe of Them, | 

- Whoſe He#e,and whole Aft» I contemne, * | 
'F . The I»nſtrement: they ger toſerue the turne, 
| Are thoſe,thar are vnworthy of my Scorne: 

*And ifcontend,or anſwere them I ſhould; | 
| Ir-more might wrong me,then their Riming coul 
As therefore, when an Armed Souldier feeles, 

F Ateſty {rre,in vaine to gnaw his Heeles ; | | 

\ He mindes not Him ; but ſpends hisblowes vpon -. * , 

-Þ: Thoſe chprliſh Peaſants,that did ſerhin on. 

) | $0 ;1, that know theſe Dogoer doe but their kindz 
Well,let them bark andtleets, 2nd ſpcnd their wind, 

. Till theygrow weary: But, let them firſtrang © 

"Tat vrge them $0 it 3 or Ilay along 


'e 
Ir 


Their 


- 


Their hye Bp gotien here each Grovme ſhall ſee. 


How worthy Scorne, and infamy they be. 

For, They who are their Patrons, are ſuch Foes, A 
As Imay ſomewhat worthyly oppoſe: A 
And Ile vomaske them fo, that you ſhall ſpie 

In them; Detradt ons true Anatomy. | "TL Fe 


Yea whereas They, haue by their Malice, thought Y 
To have on Me, their ſpightful pleaſures wrought : JH 


Ile frem their Cenſares, an occaſion take (t 
' To ſhew how other men, a ſport ſhall make IB 
At all D-trattions; So, thoſe ſlaves vudoe, Yi 
Who that baſe pradtife; are enclin'd vnto. O 


Rulle they that liſt. For, thoſemen know not yer, | 
What mindeI haye : who thinke the man that wrie I W 
This Motto; can be euer brought to feare BFe 
Such poore fond things, as idle Carpers are. Ye 

| Nay rather; frofn thoſ< Slanders they ſhall raiſe, Th 
T will aduantage gather for my Pratſe: $ 
While They,that m my ſhame would take delight; 
Shal gnaw their flcſh through vengeance, &deſpight® 
To fcc how I, vomeu'd their Enuy mocke, 

And make of Them, this Ages laughing-ſtocke. 

For, leſt rs hauec prevailed they ſhould ſceme; 'J(A 


And ſo grow wiſe menin their owne eſteeme : Th 
(Or, by their fooliſh brags, diſhearten ſuch, JFo 
Whoſe reſolutions are not growne fo much ) $o, 
When 1 at leaſure am; for Recreation, An 
Tlemerry make my ſclfe,to their vexation. Ifs 
\ Yet ſhall ay Myrth from Malice beſo free, 


That though I bitterto the guilty be : 


It ſhallappeare that T in loue doe ſcourge them; 

T hat of their foule Corruptions I may purge them. 

And that, it may be knownehow Vertue hath 

Aſting to puniſh; though not moon'dro wrath, 
Bur goc; and for the Pamphlet (eekeabour, 

' | For,yerere night(tis thought )it will come our, 

Yet,when you finde it ; Doe nor looke for there 

{His wit alone, whoſe Name you ſee it beare: 

(For though you'nothing can colleR from thence, 

But foul-mouthd Language, Rime and [mpudence) 

Yet there expe&; (ſince tis the. common cauſe 

Of all Crowe-Poets,and Poeticke-D awe. 

| Which I hane toucht) that all the Brotherhood, 

Will lend their wits, to make the Quarrell good. 

| IFor,to that purpoſe they are all com:bind; 

Yea,to their ſtrong Confed"racy are 1oynd, 

That Corporation by whole Patronage: 

ach Poerry hath flourifh in this Age, 

And ſome beſide,that dare not yet be knowne, 

*FHaue fauour, to this goodly Proiet ſhowne. 

- Butzlet them ioyne their force; For I had rather 

Ten Millions ſhould themſclues againft Me gather; 

'F(And plot and practiſe for my ouerthrow) 

\ Then be the Conqueror of one baſe Foe. 

-{For,as mine enemiesencrealing be; 

$0, Reſolurion doth encreaſe in me: 

And if I muft hage foes,my Fates ſhall friend me; 

If great and noble enemies they ſend me, | 
But.whether on meane Foes, or great, light z 

|My Sprrit will be greater,then their ſpight. 


I 


" Pat of my inſide by theſe mer is khowhs | 


+AnEpigramnoritten by the Author on his ; 
__ -- owhe Picture; where.this Motto 
' was inſcribed; 


FD Hus, others Lotes,hane {et my ſhadow forth; 
\ Tofill a Roome,with Name: of greatet wotth: | 
And cIfe,among the reft,they ſet to fhow. 
- Yer, what I am;I pray miſtakenot; tho; 
Imagine me,nor'Zavlegnor Lord,nhor Knight ; 
Nor any new aduariced Faworite. | 


\ For,you would ſweare,if This well pictur'd me; 


Thar,fixch a One I ner were like tobe, = 4 


'Nochild of purblind Fortaw's was T borne 1, 


For all that i(ſue,holdeth Ace in ſcorne. 
-Yet, He that made Me, hath afſur'd Me to, 
Fertune can take noſach ; nor ſuch yndo;' 
And bids me,in no Fauours take delitrhs; * 


Bur what I ſhall acquire,in A 
Which 9m, in Raggs,Irather with tobeate; | 
Thenrilc thre hbaſcnes,braneſtRobes ro weare, * 


" 


Partof my Ovit the Pitore ſhown ; 


And t'is no rtiatterof aruſh ro me, ©. 


'How T hi;,or7/at ; ſhall now eſteemed be. 
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